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Mr. Mitchell Silver
Commissioner of the New York City Department of Parks and Recreation
Paper 1 : “New York’s City Public Spaces – Successful Economic and Social City Revitalization”
Mitchell J. Silver became Commissioner of the New York City Department of Parks and Recreation in May 2014. 
Commissioner Silver is also the immediate past president of the American Planning Association (APA). He is an award-
winning planner with almost 30 years of experience and he is internationally recognized for his leadership in the planning 
profession and his contributions to contemporary planning issues. He specializes in comprehensive planning, place making 
and implementation strategies. As Parks Commissioner, Mitchell Silver oversees management, planning and operations 
of nearly  30,000 acres of parkland, which includes parks, playgrounds, beaches, marinas, recreation centers, wilderness 
areas and other assets. Prior to returning to his native New York City as Parks Commissioner, he served as the Chief Planning & Development 
Officer and Planning Director for Raleigh, NC. His career has included roles as a policy and planning director for the Manhattan Borough 
President’s office, city planner for the New York City’s Department of Planning, a principal of a New York City-based planning firm, a town 
manager in New Jersey, and deputy planning director in Washington, DC.

Commissioner Silver lectures extensively throughout the United States and abroad on a variety of planning topics. He is a contributing author 
and editor of International City/County Management Association’s (ICMA)  latest edition of “Local Planning: Contemporary Principles and 
Practice,” which is a resource for local governments engaged in planning. Known by his colleagues as a passionate communicator, creative 
thinker, problem-solver and visionary leader, Mitchell Silver has been at the center of many cutting edge trends, innovative solutions and 
visionary plans, including Harlem on the River and Vision for Jamaica Center in New York City and the revitalization of neighborhoods in 
New York City, Philadelphia, Washington, and Raleigh. As president of APA, he led an international effort to elevate the value and rebirth 
of planning in the 21st century. In 2012, the Urban Times named him one of the top international thought leaders of the built environment 
today. In 2013, UBM Future Cities named Mitchell Silver as one of the top 100 City Innovators in the world and the Royal Town Planning 
Institute made him an honorary lifetime member. In 2014, he was inducted into the College of Fellows of the American Planning Association.

Mr. John Byrnes
Brisbane, Australia 
Paper 3:  “City Spaces Towards Resilient and Sustainable Cities”
As founding member of the Urban Design Alliance and prominent participant in the evolving national Australian Urban 
Design Initiative. PROFESSIONAL APPROACH John Byrne, as a member of both the urban planning and architectural 
professions, is involved in contributing in a broad range of projects and policy areas which range across the urban design 
spectrum: from regional planning and infrastructure issues through urban mixed-use development and major campus or 
corridor projects to the design of individual neighbourhoods and affordable housing projects. He is interested in a broad 
approach to sustainability, in the interactions between social and physical dimensions and in the role that urban design and planning 
plays in the pursuit of more sustainable environments and communities. He is used to dealing at the interface between agencies of 
governments, major institutions, the professions, industry and the community. He is known for his active participation in and promotion of 
environmentally-sound, socially-aware, economically-vital and design-informed planning towards greater sustainability.  

ABOUT WCSC SERIES 
The ‘International Conference on World Class Sustainable Cities’ (WCSC) is in its 8th year since conception 
that has so far provided a constructive platform to enlighten, educate and change the mindsets of city 
stakeholders, industry players, Government agencies and general public on what makes great livable and 
sustainable cities. 
This conference is organized by a tripartite collaboration between the Real Estate Housing Developers’ 
Association (REHDA) Kuala Lumpur Branch, The Malaysian Institute of Planners (MIP) and the Malaysian 
Institute of Architects (PAM).  It has the support and endorsement of the Kuala Lumpur City Hall. 
Much of the knowledge and ideas learnt throughout the years have been transcribed into real projects in the 
many cities of Malaysia, especially Kuala Lumpur. Pedestrianization, bicycle lanes, opening up city rivers for 
public spaces, greater art and design into the city are many of the initiatives that were born from the WCSC 
series throughout the years.

WHY PUBLIC SPACES & SPACES??
What is a public space? According to Wikipedia, “A public space refers to an area or place that is open and 
accessible to all citizens, regardless of gender, race, ethnicity, age or socioeconomic level”; that is, a place 
where anyone can come; spaces where there is no entrance fee, no dress code, and no script.
The Sustainable Development Goals launched by the United Nations in September 2015 also stressed on the 
importance of public spaces through Goal 11 -  ‘Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and 
sustainable” and specifically Goal 11.7 which states that “By 2030, provide universal access to safe, inclusive 
and accessible, green and public spaces, in particular for women and children, older persons and persons with 
disabilities”
Public spaces - sidewalks, parks, squares, traditional markets, and small plazas — and how people use them – 
humanize cities. Urban public spaces serve to enhance human happiness and to promote a sense of concern 
about others, ensuring civility in cities. Our cities are today overwhelmed by office buildings, apartments, 
shopping malls, elevated roads, where streets have been taken over by cars and where few have access to 
parks, squares, plazas and public gardens to go for a little rest, recreation, exercise, and free socializing. 
Increasingly, many cities of the world see public spaces and places as vital towards humanizing our cities; 
these are also places that can contribute towards a city’s local economy (through commercial opportunities, 
employment and tourism) and its vitality.
Hence, this theme is chosen such that Kuala Lumpur and other cities in this country will enjoy the benefits of 
greater and better public spaces that will enhance social, economic and environmental elements of the city 
and its livability.

THURSDAY, 8TH SEPTEMBER 2016
8:00 am  Registration of Participants & Refreshments
9.00 am Citation of Doa
9:15 am  Paper 1:  “New York’s City Public Spaces – Successful Economic and Social 
 City Revitalization“
 By Mr. Mitchell Silver, New York City Commissioner
10.15 am Refreshments
10.45 am Paper 2: “Singapore’s PubliCity – Connecting the Nation”
 By Ms. Evlyn Cheong, President, Singapore Institute of Planners (SIP) 
11.45 am  Official Opening of Conference by the Minister  (TBC)
12.30 pm  Lunch 
2:00 pm  Paper 3: “City Spaces Towards Resilient and Sustainable Cities”
 By Mr. John Byrnes, Brisbane, Australia
3.00 pm Paper 4: “The Melaka River Front - a City transformed through Public Space 
 Revitalisation”
 By Ar. Hj Mohd Nazam Md Kassim, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
4:00 pm  Paper 5: “Designing an Old Space into a New Vibrant Public Space for All”
 By a representative of the The Young People’s Lab
4.45 pm Open dialogue  
5.30 pm Refreshments & End of Day

Ms. Evlyn Cheong
President, Singapore Institute of Planners (SIP)
Paper 2:  “Singapore’s PubliCity – Connecting the Nation”
Ms. Evlyn W.Y. Cheong graduated with a BSc (Estate Management) from the National University of Singapore and holds a 
Masters in Town & Country Planning from the University of Sydney, In nearly thirty years of service, she has worked for the 
Public Works Department, the Planning Department (Ministry of National Developmebt) and the Urban Redevelopment 
Authority.  Her experience  covers development control , planning appeals hearing, strategic planning, the Government 
Land Sales programme, and developing planner training programme.   As President of the Singapore Institute of Planners, 
she is dedicated to help nurture planners as the core professional for advancing urban and regional planning and 
development, and to help encourage good planning practices for achieving  better communities and the environment.

Ar. Hj Mohd Nazam Md Kassim
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
Paper 4:  “The Melaka River Front - a City transformed through Public Space Revitalisation”
Managing Director of FOCUS Architects & Urban Planners Sdn. Bhd. Ar. Hj Mohd Nazam is an Architect Planner and has 
extensive experience in Urban Planning, Urban Design and Architecture, among them a high profile Design and Build 
project for the state government of Melaka which involves the beautification and rehabilitation works Phase 1, 2 and 3 
along the historical Melaka River which had received the Excellence Awards in Architecture and Planning Excellence from
Pertubuhan Arkitek Malaysia,(PAM) in 2009 and Malaysian Institute of Planners (MIP) in 2010 respectively. The project led 
by him also received the special award for National Contribution from Malaysian Property Award (FIABCI) in 2011.


