
 

Scripts - a chronicle of incidents 
Automatic Drawing Machines on Display in Barcelona 
  
  

● This 19th of April at the Casa Elizalde in Barcelona there will be the opening of Scripts -                  
a chronicle of incidents, an exhibition directed by Edouard Cabay displaying drawings            
generated by Automatic Machines developed by students of the Institute for Advanced            
Architecture of Catalonia. 

 
● What happens if a machine starts drawing? The exhibition explores the consequences of             

the dehumanization of the drawing, addressing the notions of authenticity and replica. 
 

● Public commented visits will be organized over the time of the exhibition together with              
live demonstrations, where Josep Perelló Palau, Olga Subirós and Vicenç Altayó will            
give their interpretation of the drawings and processes displayed.  

  
  
Barcelona April 5th, 2017 - Drawing is human: what happens when we attempt to draw               
remotely and independently from the body? The exhibition Scripts - a chronicle of incidents              
displays an extensive series of drawings produced without the hand, emerged by the relentless              
gesture of a mechanical device, alimented by an external source of information. 
 
The exhibition presents the work of Machinic Protocols, an investigation line within the Master of               
Advanced Architecture of the Institute for Advanced Architecture of Catalonia, held in fall 2016.              
Structured in three different sections, it features automated plotting machines, data-driven           
cartographical drawings and performing architectural models. 
  
The drawings displayed are mechanically created, yet featuring irregularities: no two drawings            
are the same, the strokes are unique and their form is anything but homogenous. “Calligraphic               
qualities emerge from the machinic gesture, bizarrely resembling the movement of the hand of              
the artist.” says Edouard Cabay, curator of the exhibition and director of the project. 
  
The exhibition raises the questions of the replicability of an artistic artefact and of the role of                 
chance in creative experimentations. The moment in which the machine seems to lose the              
traditional precision that normally characterizes it is when the most powerful results are             
produced. 
 
The exhibition, directed by Edouard Cabay will be hosted at the Casa Elizalde in Barcelona from                
the 19 of April until the 28th of May 2017. 
  



 

About IAAC 
  
The Institute for Advanced Architecture of Catalonia (IAAC) is a center for research, education,              
production and outreach, with the mission of envisioning the future habitat of our society and               
building it in the present. 
  
IAAC follows the digital revolution at all scales (from bits to geography, from micro-controllers to               
cities, from materials to the territory) to expand the boundaries of architecture and design and               
meet the challenges faced by humanity. IAAC is an experimental and experiential center where              
one learns by doing, through a test methodology that promotes real solutions. 
  
  
About Casa Elizalde 
  
La Casa Elizalde is a cultural center of the city of Barcelona that aims to promote contemporary                 
art practices between the public and promote access to cultural production in the whole              
population. At the same time helps to improve the strengthening of creative networks, facilitating              
the emergence of new artists and the consolidation of creative projects that are developed in the                
city. 
  
  
About Edouard Cabay 
  
Edouard Cabay has been developing, since 2015, an investigation called Machinic Protocols            
which uses automated drawing techniques in order to explore notions of indeterminacy and             
chance in space. The research has been carried mainly in the domain of architectural academia               
yet strongly engages with other fields such as computational design, digital technologies,            
drawing as a representative mean, calligraphy and cartography.  
  
He is an architect and professor of architecture. He founded and currently directs Appareil, an               
experimental architectural office in Barcelona. He teaches, as senior faculty, at the Institute for              
Advanced Architecture of Catalonia where he also co-directs the Open Thesis Fabrication            
program. He also co-directs the AA Visiting Program in Barcelona since 2013. 
 
 
If you need more information you can contact: 
Alice Puleo - alice.puleo@iaac.net 
+34 93 320 95 20 
   



 

Scripts - a chronicle of incidents 
19 April - 18 May 2017 
Casa Elizalde - Carrer de València, 302, 08009 Barcelona 
Monday - Saturday - H 10.00/13.00 - 16.00/21.00 
Opening Wednesday April 19th at 19:30 
Closing Sunday May 28th 2017 
  
Public commented visits at 19:30 
Thursday 4th of May – Olga Subirós 
Thursday 11th of May – Josep Perelló Palau 
Thursday 18th of May – Vicenç Altaió 
  
Exhibition Credits 
Direction: Edouard Cabay 
Assistant: Lili Tayefi 
Computation: Rodrigo Aguirre 
Physical computation: Angel Muñoz 
Photography: Xavier González 
Drawing: Rung Jeng Hong, Hsin Li 
Scenography: Appareil 
  
Machines 
Machine #1: Valerie Frey 
Machine #2: Kathleen Bainbridges, Irene Ayala Castro, Yasmine Wery, Krati Gora 
Machine #3: Athanasios Zervos, Keesje Avis 
Machine #4: Cagan Izgi 
Machine #5: Gleder Van Limburg Stirum, Pablo Agustin Vivas 
Machine #6: Hsin Li and Jeng Rung Hong, based on original work by Nasser Ghannam,               
Mohamad Rachid Jalloul, Ceren Yildrim and Guolang Zhang 
Machine #7: Mehmed Berk Bostanci 
Machine #8: Anonymous 
  
Institute for Advanced Architecture of Catalonia 
Areti Markopoulou, Academic Director 
Silvia Brandi, Communications Director 
Mathilde Marengo, Academic Coordinator 
Marco Ingrassia, MAA01 Coordinator 
  
Machinic Protocols 
Edouard Cabay and Rodrigo Aguirre 
  
Host: 
Cultural Centre Casa Elizalde 



 

Míriam Alcaraz, Directora de La Casa Elizalde 
Nadia Velilla, Visual Arts Coordination 
  
http://www .iaac.net 
http://www.machinicprotocols.com 
http://www.appareil.org 
http://www.casaelizalde.com 
 

http://www.appareil.org/
http://www.machinicprotocols.com/

