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BACKGROUND

The Syrian Civil War is without a doubt the worst 
humanitarian crisis since the Second World War, 
which has resulted in more than 250.000 people 
killed, 130.000 missing and over 7.6 million internally
displaced. 

The crisis has started, when the Arab Spring reached 
Syria in 2011 and demonstrations against the current 
government began. Protesters were violently sup-
pressed, what has prompted them to create various 
groups to fight against the Assad regime. Soon it de-
veloped in a full-blown civil war with a confront of more 
than 1000 rebel groups with different agendas. Over the 
time, what has started as a civil war has turned into the 
brutal proxy war between various regional and world 
powers. This made the battlefield extremely complex 
and featuring a series of overlapping conflicts between 
these players. 

From 2011 more than 4.6 million refugees of the
Syrian Civil War have left the country in search of a safe 
place . Since the beginning of the war most of them 
fled to neighboring countries: Lebanon, Turkey, Jordan 
and Iraq. In the first half of 2015, Syrian refugees have 
crossed borders of the European Union member states 

in large numbers in search for the asylum. By the end of 
2015 the EU has received more than 500.000 refugees 
from Syria, which became a foundation of the European 
Refugee Crisis. Most of the EU member states were not 
ready to deal with the large amount of asylum seekers. 

The living conditions of Syrian refugees are very chal-
lenging and sometimes completely inhuman. The lack 
of clean water, sanitation and security in crowded, 
makeshift settlements is an urgent concern. Diseases 
like cholera and polio can easily spread — even more 
life-threatening without enough medical services. In 
some areas with the largest refugee populations water 
shortages have reached emergency levels. 

Syrian refugees mainly stay in tent camps and derelict, 
abandoned buildings, where they were able to find a 
shelter. In Europe, because of the weather conditions, 
refugees couldn’t stay long in temporary tent camps. 
Local public facilities, schools, sport centers and un-
used buildings became shelters for those in need. But 
the rising number of refugees and asylum seekers has 
increased the pressure on the EU state members, and 
led to the cases when refugees had to stay for several 
months in “degrading” and jail like conditions. 

Unfortunately, it seems that there is no long-term plan 
of dealing with refugees and their accommodation. The 
world powers treat the refugee crisis mainly as a tem-
porary issue. But what will happen after the Civil War in 
Syria will come to an end? What will happen to all those 
Syrians who didn’t get the asylum and will have to leave 
the camps? 

The entire Syria is in ruins now. Destroyed infrastruc-
ture, housing and industry. There’s nowhere to come 
back.
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MISSION STATEMENT

An international open ideas competition for architecture 
students and young architects is initiated to research 
the new housing concepts for the future of the post-war 
Syria. The civil war in Syrian Arab Republic, which has 
started in 2011, created the biggest refugee crisis after 
the World War II. According to UNHCR, over 4 300 000 
people has left the country and fled to Turkey, Lebanon, 
Jordan, Iraq and now Europe. While world leaders are 
looking for the international solution of the Syrian civil 
war and refugee crisis, many Syrians are looking for-
ward for the opportunity to come back home as soon as 
the war is over.

Competition participants are asked to propose a so-
lution for housing scarcity crisis, which will affect the 
country as more and more cities of the war-torn country 
will be freed and refugees will start to come back. Living 
conditions in the current refugee camps and temporary 
buildings across Europe and other countries are mostly 
inhuman, making refugees feel desperate, since there’s 
also nowhere to come back as the Syrian towns are in 
ruins, offering nothing to people who once lived there. 

The vital part of the new housing concept should be-
come a creation of such living conditions which will be 
attractive for once displaced Syrians to return. People, 
who spent years in temporary shelters and adapted 
buildings, will look for “solid ground” to begin a new life. 
New housing concept should be able to permanently 
accommodate people in need of a new home and be-
come a new page in the history of Syria. 

It is a chance for us to play a significant role in solving  
the post war crisis.
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PROGRAM & LOCATION
There are no restrictions in regards to the size of the 
housing block or its location within Syria’s border. The 
objective is to provide maximum freedom for all par-
ticipants to develop a project in the most creative way 
and to push the boundaries of how the new post-war 
housing should look like. However, it is required to pro-
vide a detailed scheme of the smallest (or key) housing 
unit(s) and the principle of their arrangement in large 
groups.

PARTICIPANTS ARE ASKED TO
- Introduce new housing concept for the post-war 

Syria, which will in short-term provide qualitative solu-
tion for mass social housing with at least 50+ years 
lifespan;
- Choose either developed or non-developed site;
- Define approach towards existing constructions 

(damaged and/or ruined);
- Provide flexibility and adaptability of living spaces/

buildings through time;
- Take into consideration local construction and living 

culture;
- Minimize energy consumption by implementing in-

novations in the field of sustainable design;

DRAWINGS 
Should include, at least, the following:
- Plan of the unit and/or housing block;
- Section of the unit and/or housing block;
- “Stacking” principle;
- Artist impressions;
- Conceptual schemes;

QUESTIONS AND ASNWERS
We highly recommend our participants to check the 
FAQ section on the matterbetter website as this will pro-
vide additional vital information. In case you have ques-
tions, please send them to info@matterbetter.com with 
FAQ subject until 29th of February 2016. All answers will 
be posted in our blog on 7th of March 2016.
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MATTERBETTER AWARD

The total money prize is 6000 EUR. 

1st place: 3000 EUR + certificate
2nd place: 2000 EUR + certificate
3rd  place: 1000 EUR + certificate

Honorable Mentions Award: 7 Awards + certificate

Editor’s Choice Award – granted individual publica-
tion on our blog and social media pages to three en-
tries that are carefully selected by matterbetter editors. 

Top 50 – Fifty short-listed entries featured in one 
single online publication on our blog and social media 
pages.

REGISTRATION

Architects, students, engineers, and designers are invited to participate in the competition. 
We encourage you to have multidisciplinary teams.

Participants must register by May 8, 2016 
Early Registration:  60 EUR until 29th of February 2016.
Standard Registration: 80 EUR from 1st of March till 31st of March 2016
Late Registration: 100 EUR from 1st of April till 23rd of April 2016

Teams can be represented by a maximum number of 5 participants. Individual entries are 
also accepted.

After your registration has been approved matterbetter will send you the unique 6-digid 
Team Code and a Password (within 24 hours), which will be necessary for the design pro-
posal submission.

SCHEDULE

1st of February 2016 – Official announcement of the competition.
8th of February 2016 - Start of the registration period.
29th of February 2016 – Deadline for submission of questions.
7th of March 2016 - Latest version of the FAQ publication.
23th of April 2016 – Registration Deadline (23:59 team local time). 
8th of May 2016 – Closing date for submissions (23:59 team local time).
16th of May 2016 – 24th of June 2015 – Jury evaluation.
18th of July 2016 – Announcement of results.
TBD - Exhibition of best projects.

Results of the competition will be published on the leading architectural and design websites 
and magazines.SA
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REGULATIONS

1. This is an anonymous competition and the registra-
tion number is the only means of  identification.
2. The official language of the competition is English.
3. The registration fee is non-refundable.
4. Contacting the Jury is prohibited.
5. matterbetter, as the competition organizer, reserves 
the right to modify the competition schedule if deemed 
necessary.
6. Entrants will be disqualified if any of the competition 
rules or submission requirements are not considered.
7. Participation assumes acceptance of the regulations.

SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS

The project submission must contain the following files:
- 1x A1 horizontal board in PDF (150 dpi) no more 
than 10MB, that includes artist impressions, plans and 
sections. Participants are encouraged to submit all the 
information they consider necessary to explain their 
proposal. Maximum 250 words for project explanation 
on the submission boards. In the TOP LEFT corner of 
the submission board you sould mention your unique 
6-digid registration number using Arial 24pt font.
- DOC file containing the project statement (600 words 
max) and your unique 6-digid registration number in the 
header. 

FILE NAMES

Your submission files (PDF, DOC) should have the fol-
lowing name: “SPH-A-XXXXXX“, where XXXXXX is 
your unique 6-digid registration number.

COMPETITION MATERIALS

Basic material includes the official Competition Brief in 
PDF, which can be downloaded from the competition 
page on the www.matterbetter.com  

TERMS AND CONDITIONS

Please see the terms and conditions section on the 
www.matterbetter.com

CONTACT

www.matterbetter.com
info@matterbetter.com

Copyright © 2014-2016. www.matterbetter.com. All Rights Reserved. 

EVALUATION CRITERIA

- Architectural innovation: aesthetics and originality;
- Integration of the new housing with chosen context;
- Flexibility of the housing layouts; 
- Adaptability for various target groups;
- Reinterpretation of the local building culture;
- Sustainability, functionality, structural efficiency;
- Meeting the mission statement requirements;
- Meeting the submission requirements;
- Design representation clearness;
- Clarity and comprehensibility of the overall design.
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