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Bee Breeders Architecture Competition Organisers, 
in partnership with 
CONNOLLY'S OF LEAP
have prepared this document for the 
IRISH CULT MUSIC VENUE
architecture competition. 

Full Competition Terms & Conditions: 
IRISHCULTMUSICVENUE.beebreeders.com/terms

© Bee Breeders 
architecture competition organisers
hello@beebreeders.com
beebreeders.com

PARTNERS:



For a relatively small country, Ireland has a rich musical 
history which is incredibly diverse and spanning all musical 
genres. Connolly's of Leap is a venue which promotes all 
types of music; from traditional Irish folk music, to the most 
avant garde electronic music of today. The IRISH CULT 
MUSIC VENUE architecture competition focuses on 
breathing new life into an existing and iconic music venue in 
the heart of rural Ireland.

INTRODUCTION
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Ireland is a country steeped in a rich musical heritage. 
Flowing from its Celtic roots, Irish music has grown to 
become something of a tour-de-force on the international 
scene with bands the likes of U2 and Hozier reaching a 
huge international audience. Today, Ireland is evolving as 
both leader and innovator in contemporary music, and 
continues to produce new and exciting young bands. 
The summer and winter months alike are ablaze with 
music festivals across the length and breadth of the 
country. Venues throughout Ireland play host to all 
manner of music and cultural events to a diverse and 
increasingly international audience. This competition is 
focused on tapping into this energy through the 
restoration of a rural, iconic music venue in the hopes 
that the proposals may act as precedents for other 
venues, both in Ireland and abroad.

With the ever-increasing digitization of the music industry, 
and indeed our whole society, it is now more prevalent 
than ever to acknowledge the importance of the music 
venue as much more than simply a vessel in which music 
and culture are exhibited. These are places which are 
vitally important to the urban fabric.

IRISH MUSIC AND THE 
IMPORTANCE OF 
THE INDEPENDENT 
MUSIC VENUE
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Connolly's of Leap; Image courtesy of http://connollysofleap.com/

Celtic music instruments

Currently cities and rural communities alike are seeing a 
decline in small independent venues for a plethora of 
reasons stretching from competition with large arenas, 
property development and increasing property prices, 
and new town planning and local authority legislation. 

Many small venues are falling by the wayside while larger 
arenas are prospering, however these larger arenas 
simply cannot foster the kind of artistic innovation and 
community that occur at small capacity venues. In the 
words of Shain Shapiro, of the Sound Diplomacy Music 
Consultancy- “Having a healthy music heritage and 
system makes cities look good. It increases tourism. It 
increases city branding. It makes young people want to 
stay. If you have a healthy venue, you’re going to have 
restaurants, minicab firms and bars. It enhances 
diversity- it doesn’t matter where you’re from or what 
sexual orientation you are, music is a communicator”. 

Harp



The IRISH CULT MUSIC VENUE competition at its core is 
concerned with acknowledging Ireland's place in the 
music industry and promoting it to an international 
audience, while also exploring how an existing music 
venue can be transformed to become an iconic 
destination in its own right. Ultimately, it is hoped that the 
competition will provide a strong precedent for other rural 
venues, both in Ireland and abroad. 

The competition has two distinct elements: one is 
concerned with the music venue itself, and the other 
encompasses all the other ancillary spaces which would 
exist outside the music venue. Considering the music 
venue’s rich heritage, care should be taken to preserve the 
integrity and spirit of the space. However, design 
interventions within the music venue itself are encouraged 
as long as they are in keeping with the spirit of the existing 
venue. The ancillary buildings, now used mainly for 
storage, can be completely redesigned from the ground 
up.

Though this is an ideas competition, Connolly's of Leap 
expressed an intent on the part of the venue to go into 
development in the future. As such participants should feel 
free to push the boundaries of their creativity and 
challenge themselves to create novel approaches to 
redesigning this venue, while at the same time respecting 
the heritage of the existing bar. 

THE COMPETITION
IRISH CULT MUSIC VENUE 
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The village of Leap derives its name from the Irish 
translation of “Leim Ui Dhonnabhainn” to “O’Donovans 
Leap”. This name arose from the story of an Irish chieftain 
called O’Donovan who was pursued by British soldiers, 
but escaped them by leaping across a deep ravine at the 
bottom of the village on horseback. The old slogan 
“Beyond the Leap, Beyond the Law”, stems from the 
area's long-forgotten character as a safe haven for 
political refugees on the run from the British empire 
during the 18th and 19th century. British forces could not 
easily give chase over the treacherous ravine until it was 
finally bridged when the current Cork to Skibbereen road 
was built in 1812-1815.

While the small, and sometimes sleepy, village of Leap 
may be somewhat off the beaten path, it is home to what 
is becoming one of Ireland’s best loved music venues- 
Connolly’s of Leap. The building, which has aged through 
450 years, has been championing live music through 
three generations of family. As far back as the 1950s, 
when the venue was called ‘The Central Bar’, music was 
being performed every week. Eileen along with her son 
Sam, the current owners and operators of the venue, 
were both born and raised in the building, constantly 
surrounded by the magic of music. In 1985, Eileen and 
her husband Paddy McNicholl purchased the venue from 
her parents and renamed it Connolly’s of Leap in their 
honour. Under the voracious management of Paddy, the 
venue soon became established as a music venue of 
note and a place of warm hospitality for both musicians 
and their avid listeners alike.

CONNOLLY’S OF LEAP
A BRIEF HISTORY
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Connolly's of Leap history; Image courtesy of http://connollysofleap.com/
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Connolly’s earned itself a reputation as a venue bands 
simply loved to perform at. The homely and intimate 
appeal of playing at Connollys was only added to by the 
beautiful mystique of West Cork which Leap is situated at 
the heart of. In 1994 Paddy McNicholl told Hotpress 
magazine-

“Too many venues either want instant success and are 
not prepared for the long haul, or they panic at the first 
sign of a decline in audience numbers. But if they had the 
bottle to keep going through the lean times they would 
probably find that things would almost automatically pick 
up. Activity breeds activity.”

Paddy’s pioneering attitude and his reverence towards 
the musicians who form the heart and soul of the music 
industry, helped create a truly soulful venue in which all 
types of music are encouraged to be heard.

After the venue closed its doors to the public in 2006, 
and followed by the untimely passing of Paddy in 2010, 
the venue had been closed until December 2015, when 
Paddy’s son, Sam McNicholl, decided to relaunch 
Connollys alongside his mother Eileen, with a renewed 
enthusiasm to continue his late father’s work in 
championing the artist and live music in rural Ireland. 

8

Eileen Connolly and her son Sam McNicholl; Image courtesy of http://www.southernstar.ie/
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SITE CAD PLAN AND SECTIONS, AND 
PHOTOGRAPHS ARE AVAILABLE 

FOR DOWNLOAD AT 
IRISHCULTMUSICVENUE.BEEBREEDERS.COM

SITE COORDINATES:
@51.5809138,-9.1439202

9

The site is composed of the existing music venue 
building and the entirety of the site as set out in the 
site plan. The proposed competition site offers a 
unique opportunity to combine and restore an existing 
music venue with new and innovative architectural 
interventions through a novel and interesting 
composition. The proposed site also allows an 
opportunity to explore revitalising the village and its 
public space. 

Participants should be extremely considerate of the 
landscape in which they are designing in both a 
sustainable and contextual manner. These include, but 
are not limited to, the ravine, the waterfall, and the 
level changes which take place across the site. While 
participants should be thoughtful of site-specific 
considerations, they must also take into account the 
broader cultural context in which the music venue is 
situated.

THE COMPETITION SITE

1. CONNOLLY’S OF LEAP; 2. LEAP HISTORIC WATERFALL; 3. LEAP INN
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DOWNLOAD AT 
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1 - PUBLIC HOUSE
2 - PARKING
3 - PUBLIC ROAD
4 - BOUNDARY FACE OF WALL
5 - EXTERNAL STORAGE
6 - EXTERNAL STORAGE
7 - SMOKING AREA
8 - EXISTING RETAINING WALL
9 - YARD
10 - LOWER GARDEN
11 -  EXISTING MATURE TREE
12 - EXISTING STORE
13 - UPPER GARDEN

SITE BOUNDARY
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SITE PLAN

SITE CAD PLAN AND SECTIONS ARE 
AVAILABLE FOR DOWNLOAD AT 
IRISHCULTMUSICVENUE.BEEBREEDERS.COM
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1 - MEZZANINE FLOOR AREA
2,3,4,5,6,7 - BEDROOM
8 - OFFICE
9, 10 - WARDROBE
11 - SHELVES
12 - BATHROOM

2ND FLOOR PLAN
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1 - STAGE
2 - BAND STORAGE
3 - REAR BAR/VENUE
4 - FRONT BAR
5,6 - WARDROBE
6 - EXTERNAL STORAGE
7 - LIVING ROOM
8 - KITCHEN

GROUND FLOOR 
PLAN
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SITE CAD PLAN AND SECTIONS ARE 
AVAILABLE FOR DOWNLOAD AT 
IRISHCULTMUSICVENUE.BEEBREEDERS.COM
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Public Spaces

The programme is split into two: one programme is concerned with the music 
venue itself, and the other encompasses all the other ancillary spaces which 
would exist outside the music venue. Both building programmes are flexible, 
open for modifications and improved development strategies.
 

AVENUE PROGRAMME

The Connolly's of Leap has a rich heritage which many people have shared in 
over the decades. The venue has become something of an Irish staple and as 
such we hope to preserve the integrity and spirit of the space. In saying that, 
participants are encouraged to design interventions within the music venue 
itself as long as they are in keeping with the spirit of the existing venue.

BUILDING PROGRAMME 1: THE MUSIC VENUE

EXISTING BUILDING PROGRAMME
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Front bar

Rear bar and music venue

Mezzanine overlooking the stage 
(sound engineering equipment is currently located here)

Bathrooms

Storage area for band and stage equipment

Public Spaces

PROPOSED BUILDING BRIEF

Downstairs
•   Front bar
•   Rear bar and music venue (Increased capacity) 

(Flexible Space)
•   Mezzanine (Preserve existing structure)
•   Extra storage (Smart storage)
•   Washrooms



The family residence must be repurposed as the owners will relocate in order 
to allow the venue to grow. The addition of this space could be used as 
rooms for visiting bands, office space, recording labs, or extra capacity. The 
living space and kitchen on the ground floor could be used to create the 
cafe/restaurant, however this could be left up to the designer’s own discretion, 
as they will also have the entirety of the external area to work with.

16

Private Spaces (Current residence of the owners)

Downstairs
•   Living Room
•   Kitchen
•   Storage

Upstairs
•   Massage Clinic
•   Office
•   Washrooms
•   4 bedrooms

Guest quarters for visiting artists 
(Guest quarters could alternatively be provided in a new building 
located on the site if the participant felt it was necessary for their 
design.)

Private Spaces

Downstairs
•   Kitchen for cafe/restaurant
•   Storage space

Upstairs
•   Office
•   Sound engineering booth for stage
•   Staff Washrooms



CONCEPTUAL 
CLARIFICATIONS

Public Spaces

At present there are a number of ancillary buildings which are being used for 
storage and as sheltered space for the outdoor smoking area to the rear of the 
venue. It is our hope that this area in particular be open to as wide and as 
creative an intervention as possible.

BUILDING PROGRAMME 2: THE EXTERNAL SPACES

PROPOSED OUTLINE BRIEF
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External performance zone (potential for an external bar)

Cafe/Restaurant and external seating area

Private Spaces

Recording Lab (suggested location in the split level shed)

Management offices (if needed)

Creative workshop and studio spaces

Exhibition Spaces

Viewing deck of the waterfall

Parking

Both BUILDING PROGRAMMES are flexible, open for modifications and 
improved development strategies.

•   100% allowed site density;
•   No maximum building height defined, however 

participants should use the existing tree line in 
the area as an indicator of height restriction. 
However if participants feel it necessary to 
ignore this they can as long as they have good 
reason to;

•   Existing trees must be retained;
•   There is no minimum distance between the 

road and neighbouring buildings that must be 
retained. To the rear of the building the Western 
boundary of the site is along the top of a very 
deep ravine with views to a waterfall. 
Participants should be wary of this ravine and 
what it means for health & safety and 
incorporate it into their designs where 
necessary.

•   There can be no major underground 
constructions. i.e no underground carparks or 
large spaces. However small underground 
spaces for the likes of storage or small 
exhibition spaces are permitted.

The jury may choose to reward projects that show 
extreme creativity in this area even if they breach any 
of the rules, so long as it’s justified.



3 winning proposals, 2 special awards and 6 honourable mentions will be selected. Bee Breeders will award a total 
of US $6,000 in prize money to competition winners as follows:

More information about the special awards at 
IRISHCULTMUSICVENUE.beebreeders.com
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1st Prize

US $3,000

2nd Prize

US $1,500

3rd Prize

US $500

BB Student Award

US $500

BB Green Award

US $500

6 HONOURABLE MENTIONS

PRIZES

Prize money

US $6,000

PUBLICATIONS:
The winners will get international art and design media 
coverage and will be featured on the Bee Breeders 
website. 
A full list of media partners who have committed to 
present the competition winners in their publications 
can be found on IRISHCULTMUSICVENUE.beebreeders.com 

Connolly's of Leap expressed an intent on the part of 
the venue to go into development in the future.

CERTIFICATES:
Bee Breeders will acknowledge 
the outstanding performance of all 
winners and honourable mentions 
with Certificates of Achievement.

EXHIBITION:
Connolly's of Leap expressed an intent to exhibit the 
winning projects at the venue in June 2018. 



* See requirements here:   
  beebreeders.com/competition-registration-types

COMPETITION 
SCHEDULE

Early Bird Registration
18 OCTOBER - 13 DECEMBER

Advance Registration
14 DECEMBER - 16 FEBRUARY

Last Minute Registration
17 FEBRUARY - 13 APRIL

Last Minute Registration US $140

Advance Registration US $120

Early Bird Registration US $90

US $120

US $100

US $70

Enthusiasts 
and companies Students*

Closing date for registration
13 APRIL, 2018

Closing date for submission
17 MAY, 2018 (11:59pm GMT+0)

Announcement of the winners
06 JUNE, 2018

REGISTRATION
FEES 
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•   Concept designs, which highlight that all 
aspects of the design are of the highest quality 
and keep with the design brief and the 
proposed site. 

•   The main points of proposed plans and 
sections and multiple internal and external 
perspectives demonstrate the spatial quality of 
the building, as well as operational needs and 
accessibility requirements. 

•   Demonstration of project construction, 
materials, functions, management and 
maintenance; approach to environment, energy 
and sustainability, indoor environment and 
logistics. 

•   Visualizations; artist impression to illustrate how 
the proposal fits in with the quality, value, and 
significance of historical and modern Ireland.

RECOMMENDED 
SUBMISSION CONTENT

•   Context plan; (suggested scale 1:500 
or 1:1000)

•   Street elevations; (suggested scale 1:50) 
•   Primary sections; (suggested scale 1:50) 
•   Primary floor plans; (suggested scale 1:50) 
•   Enlarged sections and elevations 

highlighting key spaces or relationships; 
(suggested scale 1:10)

•   Details: (suggested scale 1:5)
•   Envelope
•   Key materials
•   Site or landscape 

•   Axonometrics providing information on building 
systems or illustrating key architectural 
concepts;

•   Diagrams:
•   Circulation 
•   Public versus private space
•   Lighting
•   Landscaping
•   Transportation
•   Energy systems

•   Perspectives:
•   Primary interior spaces
•   Primary site locations

Please note the PRESENTATION DELIVERABLES SET listed 
above is a suggestion only. Participants can choose to use 
the entire list, a selection from it, or propose a completely 
different set that would explain their design in the most 
efficient manner.

PRESENTATION 
DELIVERABLES SET

•   Participants are required to upload four (4) A2 
landscape-orientated presentation boards 
(must not exceed 5mb per jpg) with sketches, 
renderings, plans, sections, elevations, 
diagrams, and/or other presentation tools to 
explain their proposal. 

•   No video files are accepted.
•   All information provided in writing must 

be in English. 
•   All submissions must be uploaded via the 

beebreeders.com upload panel. Access 
information and instructions on how to upload 
the presentation panel will be issued to 
participants via email immediately after 
successful registration.

•   Presentation boards must not indicate any 
information related to individual's/team's 
identity.

Participants who do not comply with the requirements 
will be disqualified without refund.

SUBMISSION 
REQUIREMENTS
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Competition jury consists of two jury panels: 
•   Core jury panel
•   Consultative jury panel

Full jury panel members list is published on 
IRISHCULTMUSICVENUE.beebreeders.com.

The core and consultative jury panel will be 
responsible for setting the criteria that participants 
need to fulfill based on the site and brief and will 
evaluate each submission accordingly. 

Participants are advised to research both the working 
site and previous similar case studies as part of the 
design process. 

“IRISH CULT MUSIC VENUE” is a competition, which 
encourages participants to experiment with the limits 
of architecture. The jury may choose to reward 
projects that show a high degree of creativity, even if 
they breach any of the rules, as long as it’s justified.

Selecting Top 3 winners: 

Consultative jury panel will produce a shortlist 
of 40 from all submitted entries. 

Consultative jury panel will select 9 
competition finalists from the shortlist. 

Core jury panel will evaluate the 9 finalists and 
select the top 3 winning projects and the 
6 honourable mentions.

1

2

3

Student Award: 

Consultative jury panel will produce a shortlist 
of 40 from all submitted student entries. 

Consultative jury panel will select 9 
competition finalists from the shortlist. 

Core jury panel will evaluate the 9 finalists and 
select the winning project.

1

2

3

Green Award: 

Consultative jury panel will produce a shortlist 
of 40 from all submitted entries.

Consultative jury panel will select 9 
competition finalists from the shortlist.

Core jury panel will evaluate the 9 finalists and 
select the winning project.

1

2

3

JURY & EVALUATION 
PROCESS 



Full Competition Terms & Conditions: 
IRISHCULTMUSICVENUE.beebreeders.com/terms 

© Bee Breeders 
Architecture Competition Organisers 

hello@beebreeders.com
Beebreeders.com

Following information is available for download on 
IRISHCULTMUSICVENUE.beebreeders.com: 

•   Full competition brief 
•   Site and context photographs 
•   CAD and PDF site plan and sections

All information can be downloaded as often as 
required; no additional information or material will be 
provided after registration.

The brief and all associated documentation for this 
competition are for the sole purpose of an academic 
exercise and are not legal documents.

The provided materials, or alternatives, can be used, 
created, or sourced at the participant's discretion.

COMPETITION 
DOCUMENTATION
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The competition is open to all. No professional 
qualification is required. Design proposals can be 
developed individually or by teams (4 team members 
maximum). 

People who have direct personal or professional 
relationships with jury panel members or organisers 
may not participate in this competition.

A full list of media partners who have committed to 
present the competition winners in their publications 
can be found at 
IRISHCULTMUSICVENUE.beebreeders.com 

For potential media partners who are also interested in 
covering the present competition and its winners, 
please contact us at hello@beebreeders.com 

Competition press kit (in English) and banners are 
available at 
IRISHCULTMUSICVENUE.beebreeders.com/press

Bee Breeders architecture competition organisers 
would like to hear from representatives of universities, 
schools & colleges offering architecture  / design 
studies. 

Contact us to receive special student rates for group 
registrations (discount applies for 3+ registrations 
from one university/school) as well as further 
information and support to get your students involved 
in architecture competitions. 

Send us request from your university email address 
along with basic information about yourself and your 
university/school. 

Please note that only recognized university staff can 
apply for the reduced student rate.

MEDIA
PARTNERS

ARCHITECTURE 
STUDENTS

ELIGIBILITY


