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Bee Breeders Architecture Competition Organisers, 
in partnership with 
RIGA BLACK BALSAM
have prepared this document for the 
BLACK BALSAM LABORATORY
architecture competition. 

Full Competition Terms & Conditions: 
BALSAMLABORATORY.beebreeders.com/terms 

© Bee Breeders 
architecture competition organisers
hello@beebreeders.com
beebreeders.com



Riga Black Balsam is an iconic traditional Latvian 
drink, created from a combination of 24 ingredients, 

including herbs, roots, berries, and fruit juices. Its 
smooth and versatile taste can be enjoyed any number 
of ways, though it is often taken neat, or mixed into a 

cocktail of choice. More and more lately, younger 
audiences have begun to recognize that Black Balsam 

is great when mixed into cocktails.

In an attempt to further entice the younger fan base, 
the traditional Latvian liquor is launching the Black 
Balsam Laboratories competition, in which cocktail 

“workstations” would be situated in numerous 
locations around the world. The laboratories would 

need to accommodate one workstation for the 
bartender, as well as an area where visitors would be 
invited to mix and experiment in order to create their 

own Balsam-based cocktails.

INTRODUCTION
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RIga Black Balsam is thought to be one of the oldest 
bitter brands in history, having been brewed in the 
Latvian capital since 1752. Its traditional recipe 
consists of 24 natural ingredients, and has received 
over 100 awards at international fairs throughout the 
years.  Often served neat or on the rocks, it can also 
be mixed with schnapps, akvavit, or even served 
warm in tea, coffee, or used as a topping on 
ice-cream.  

What makes Black Balsam unique, in addition to its 
traditional recipe, is the unique crafting process, in 
which the manufacturers use single-barrel infusion 
technology. Botanicals are infused in a spirit-water mix 
to drive the so-called “Riga Black Balsam essence”. 
This essence is then blended with the other natural 
ingredients, such as honey, caramel, and 
natural juices.
 
As well as a unique brewing process, Black Balsam is 
instantly identifiable for its traditional natural clay bottle 
that retains its original unique appearance, as well as 
preserving the qualities of the drink.

RIGA BLACK BALSAM
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Riga Black Balsam, probably the longest-running bitter brand in the world, 
crafted with passion since 1752. Made from 24 all-natural ingredients 

and our unique single-barrel technology.
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Balsam fans have begun to recognize that 
Black Balsam is great when mixed into cocktails.



For the Black Balsam Laboratories competition, 
participants are asked to present designs for a 
transportable structure that could be used to 
experiment with cocktail combinations in order to 
create the next trendy drink.

The structure would need to accommodate one 
workstation* for a bartender, as well as an area for up to 
10 other workstations for visitors to use and experiment 
in order to create their own cocktails. 

The structure must be designed so that it can be easily 
assembled and disassembled, with all the parts fitting 
into 1 container 8ft (2.43m) wide, 8.5ft (2.59m) high and 
20ft (6.06m) long in size.

The Black Balsam Laboratories will likely be used mostly 
at indoor events, but should be capable of operating 
outdoors in a warm, dry climate on occasion. It is 
important that the design represent both the traditional 
aspects of the drink, as well as the ambition to attract 
new audiences with a fresh approach to the beverage.
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*RECOMMENDED
BARTENDER WORKSTATION DIMENSIONS
AVAILABLE FOR DOWNLAOD AT
BALSAMLABORATORY.BEEBREEDERS.COM

THE COMPETITION
BLACK BALSAM 
LABORATORY



3 winning proposals + 2 special award recipients and 6 honourable mentions will be selected. 
Bee Breeders will award a total of US $6,000 in prize money to competition winners as follows:

More information about the special awards at 
BALSAMLABORATORY.beebreeders.com.

1st Prize

US $3,000
2nd Prize

US $1,500
3rd Prize

US $500

BB Student Award

US $500
BB Green Award

US $500
+ 6 HONOURABLE MENTIONS

PRIZES

RIGA BLACK BALSAM have expressed an intent to 
develop the structure in the future.

Prize money

US $6,000

CERTIFICATE: 
Bee Breeders will acknowledge the 
outstanding performance of all winners 
and honourable mentions with 
Certificates of Achievement.

7

PUBLICATIONS:
The winners will get international art and design media 
coverage and will be featured on the Bee Breeders 
website. 

A full list of media partners who have committed to 
present the competition winners in their publications 
can be found at 
BALSAMLABORATORY.beebreeders.com



* See requirements here:   
  beebreeders.com/competition-registration-types

COMPETITION 
SCHEDULE

Early Bird Registration
24 OCTOBER - 5 JANUARY

Advance Registration
6 JANUARY - 23 FEBRUARY

Last Minute Registration
24 FEBRUARY - 20 APRIL

Last Minute Registration US $140

Advance Registration US $120

Early Bird Registration US $90

US $120

US $100

US $70

Architects, designers, 
enthusiasts and 

companies Students*

Closing date for registration
20 APRIL, 2018

Closing date for submission
24 MAY, 2018 (11:59 pm GMT+0)

Announcement of the winners
20 JUNE, 2018

REGISTRATION
FEES 

128
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•   Primary sections; (suggested scale 1:50) 
•   Primary floor plans; (suggested scale 1:50)
•   Enlarged sections and elevations highlighting 
key spaces or relationships; (suggested scale 
1:10)
•   Details: (suggested scale 1:5)

•   Envelope
•   Key materials
•   Site or landscape

•   Axonometrics providing information on building 
systems or illustrating key architectural concepts;
•   Diagrams: 

•   Circulation 
•   Lighting
•   Transportation 
•   Energy systems

•   Perspectives:
•   Primary interior/exterior spaces

Please note the PRESENTATION DELIVERABLES SET 
listed above is a suggestion only. Participants can 
choose to use the entire list, a selection from it, or 
propose a completely different set that would explain 
their design in the most efficient manner.

PRESENTATION 
DELIVERABLES SET

•   Participants are required to upload four (4) A2 
landscape-orientated presentation boards (must 
not exceed 5mb per jpg) with sketches, 
renderings, plans, sections, elevations, diagrams, 
and/or other presentation tools to explain their 
proposal.
 
•   No video files are accepted.
 
•   All information provided in writing must be in  
English.

•   All submissions must be uploaded via the 
beebreeders.com upload panel. Access 
information and instructions on how to upload the 
presentation panel will be issued to participants 
via email immediately after successful registration.
 
•   Presentation boards must not indicate any 
information related to individual's/team's identity. 

Participants who do not comply with the requirements 
will be disqualified without refund.

SUBMISSION 
REQUIREMENTS

•   Concept designs, which highlight that all 
aspects of the design are of the highest quality 
and keep with the design brief.
 
•   The main points of proposed plans and 
sections and multiple internal and external 
perspectives demonstrate the spatial quality of 
the building, as well as operational needs and 
accessibility requirements.
 
•   Demonstration of project construction, 
materials, functions, management and 
maintenance; approach to environment, energy 
and sustainability, indoor environment and 
logistics.

RECOMMENDED 
SUBMISSION CONTENT
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Competition jury consists of two jury panels: 
•   Core jury panel
•   Consultative jury panel

Full jury panel members list is published at 
BALSAMLABORATORY.beebreeders.com.

The core and consultative jury panel will be responsible for setting 
the criteria that participants need to fulfill based on the site and 
brief and will evaluate each submission accordingly.

Participants are advised to research both the 
working site and previous similar case studies as 
part of the design process.

“BLACK BALSAM LABORATORY” is a 
competition, which encourages participants to 
experiment with the limits of architecture. The jury 
may choose to reward projects that show a high 
degree of creativity, even if they breach any of the 
rules, as long as it’s justified.

Selecting Top 3 winners: 

Consultative jury panel will produce a shortlist 
of 40 from all submitted entries.

Consultative jury panel will select 9 
competition finalists from the shortlist. 

Core jury panel will evaluate the 9 finalists and 
select the top 3 winning projects and 6 
honourable mentions. 

1

2

3

Student Award:

Consultative jury panel will produce a shortlist 
of 40 from all submitted student entries. 

Consultative jury panel will select 9 
competition finalists from the shortlist.

Core jury panel will evaluate the 9 finalists and 
select the winning project.
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2
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Green Award:

Consultative jury panel will produce a shortlist 
of 40 from all submitted entries.

Consultative jury panel will select 9 
competition finalists from the shortlist.

Core jury panel will evaluate the 9 finalists and 
select the winning project.
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JURY & EVALUATION PROCESS 



Full Competition Terms & Conditions: 
BALSAMLABORATORY.beebreeders.com/terms 

© Bee Breeders 
Architecture Competition Organisers 

hello@beebreeders.com
Beebreeders.com
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The competition is open to all. No professional 
qualification is required. Design proposals can 
be developed individually or by teams (4 team 
members maximum).

People who have direct personal or professional 
relationships with jury panel members or 
organisers may not participate in this 
competition.

A full list of media partners who have committed to 
present the competition winners in their publications 
can be found at 
BALSAMLABORATORY.beebreeders.com 

For potential media partners who are also interested in 
covering the present competition and its winners, 
please contact us at hello@beebreeders.com 

Competition press kit (in English) and banners are 
available at 
BALSAMLABORATORY.beebreeders.com/press

MEDIA
PARTNERS

ARCHITECTURE 
STUDENTS ELIGIBILITY
Bee Breeders architecture competition organisers 
would like to hear from representatives of universities, 
schools, and colleges offering architecture/design 
studies. 

Contact us to receive special student rates for group 
registration (discount applies for 3+ registrations from 
one university/school) as well as further information 
and support to get your students involved in 
architecture competitions.

Send us a request from your university email address 
along with basic information about you and your 
university/school. 

Please note that only recognized university staff can 
apply for the reduced student rate.


