
As part of its Urban Program, the International Festival 
of Film and Urbanism “86” invites up to 14 urbanists, 
architects and artists via an Open Call to spend four weeks 
in the town of Slavutych (Ukraine) from April 18 to May 13, 
2018. During their stay, residents are asked to reflect on 
the historical development as well as potential futures of 
the 14 districts that make up the city.
 
The call is free of charge and open to urbanists, architects 
and artists from/residing in/familiar with Baku, Tbilisi, 
Yerevan, Tallinn, Riga, Vilnius, Kyiv, Saint Petersburg, 
Moscow, Athens and Belgorod, as well as those from Poland, 
Slovakia, Czech Republic and Hungary.

Deadline for the submission of applications is 7th March 
2018 (23:59 UTC+02:00/ Ukrainian time)
 
The residency outcomes will be presented during the 5th 
edition of 86 Festival (May 9-13, 2018).

The residency is curated by METASITU, directors of the Urban 
Program of the 5th Festival of Film and Urbanism “86”.

www.86.org.ua
www.86.org.ua
http://www.metasitu.com


Slavutych was built after the explosion of the fourth 
reactor at Chernobyl NPP in 1986. It was designed with 
the aim to rehouse workers of the nuclear power plant and 
their families who had previously been living in Prypyat. 
Slavutych is an ‘atomic-city’ without a nuclear plant in 
sight: due to the high levels of radiation in the exclusion 
zone near Chernobyl, a special commuter train for workers 
at the plant was built, connecting it to the new city.
 
The central Soviet government, financially motivated but 
also seeking to highlight the solidarity between its peoples, 
brought together different Soviet Republics, each of them 
in charge of planning and building a different district, 
which they named after the city where they came from: Baku, 
Tbilisi, Yerevan, Tallin, Riga, Vilnius, Kyiv, Leningrad, 
Moscow and Belgorod.
 
Architects, urbanists and masons arrived from these ten 
cities to a forest in northern Ukraine, and less than 
in 18 months built Slavutych, a town for 25,000 people. 
They brought with them some construction techniques and 
materials that were somewhat vernacular (such as mid-pivotal 
windows that were common at the time in Lithuania, but not 
elsewhere, Azeri arabesque patterns from Baku or the pink 
stone cladding that is ubiquitous in Yerevan).
 
In the 1990s, three new districts were added (Pechersky, 
Dobryninsky and Chernihivsky), although their construction 
was not determined by any topographical quest, unlike the 
previous ten districts.
 
In 2017, the 14th district was added, when a group of locals 
got together to make an artistic intervention in the form of 
a new ‘district’ based on the city of Athens. This project 
was driven by an attempt to re-examine the urban heritage 
of the town, but also to establish potential futures in 
these uncertain times.
 
As the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant is shutting down, and 
the sarcophagus over the exploded reactor was completed in 
late 2016, Slavutych is slowly leaving behind its identity 
of an atomic city.

http://https://www.facebook.com/pg/86festival/photos/%3Ftab%3Dalbum%26album_id%3D1424396881149746




We would like to invite architects, urbanists and artists 
to engage with the urban fabric of the city – the fourteen 
districts of Slavutych. For one month the participants 
from/familiar with/residing in the cities that are present 
in the masterplan of Slavutych will have an opportunity 
to engage with specific neighborhood, one that perhaps 
might seem familiar in its built form, details or spatial 
arrangement.
 
The unit of the district thus would serve as a starting 
point for the artistic and urban research, but by no means a 
limitation for possible and unexpected relations and topics 
unfolded by the invited residents. There will be a modest 
budget allocated for the artistic production.
 
The aim of the residency program is to bring together a 
range of creative practitioners who would reflect on the 
legacy of Slavutych seeking inspiration from its unique 
creation process and form new synergies with their immediate 
surroundings but also among themselves.
 
Throughout the residency program, there will be a series 
of artist/urbanist talks by local practitioners, as well 
as artist talks by the residents themselves. The end of the 
residency program will coincide with the 5th edition of 
International Festival of Film and Urbanism “86”, during 
which the selected participants will share their reflections, 
findings and interventions.
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We invite urbanists, artists and architects from/residing 
in/familiar with Baku, Tbilisi, Yerevan, Tallinn, Riga, 
Vilnius, Kyiv, Saint Petersburg (Leningrad), Moscow, Athens 
and Belgorod to apply, and work with their corresponding 
districts in Slavutych.
 
Applicants from Poland, Slovakia, Czech Republic and 
Hungary are also welcome to apply, and work with Pechersky, 
Dobryninsky and Chernihivsky districts.
 
Up to fourteen residents will be selected.
 
The participants agree to be present for the whole duration 
of the residency in Slavutych.
 
The International Festival of Film and Urbanism “86” will 
cover for each selected participant:
 
-  in and outbound travel (up to 250 €),
-  own bedroom in a shared house with other artists
-  10,500 UAH for per diems to cover meals for the duration 
of the residency (25 days)
-  a production budget of up to 200€ to each resident
 
The International Festival of Film and Urbanism “86” will 
provide assistance with invitation letters for those who 
require it.
 
Residents will be responsible for covering their own medical 
and work insurance.
 
Artist duos are welcome to apply, however, due to limited 
resources, they would be sharing the same allocations as 
individuals.
 
For any questions, please address: residency@86.org.ua
 



Open call: 6th February to 7th March 2018
 
Confirmation of selected residents: 18th March 2018
 
Residency dates: 18th April to 13th May 2018

1) Portfolio limited to 5 relevant projects. If work is 
time-based, please include links to relevant works.
 
2) A statement of up to 400 words that would address 
your knowledge of the area to be visited and potential 
contribution to the corresponding district, as well as your 
expectations about how the program will expand your existing 
body of work and/or enhance your professional development.
 
3) Copy of your passport or National ID card
 
Completed applications should be emailed by 7th March 2018 
(23:59 UTC+02:00/ Ukrainian time) to residency@86.org.ua as 
a single .pdf document less than 5MB.

Applications should be submitted in English.

Nastya Ponomaryova (Urban Curators/MIT) 
Zuzana Kotiková (KAIR)
Dana Brezhnieva (independent curator,DeNeDe)
Viktor Koreň (Ji.hlava IDFF)
Liva Dudareva + Eduardo Cassina (METASITU)


