Flexible Housing - Society
INTRODUCTION
What does living mean? “Living means leaving marks” said Walter Benjamin.
Living establishes links between past, present and future. Therefore, living
stops being an individual action to establish a temporary community, that
is, with an awareness of the impact of our past and present actions in the
future. This awareness is caused by the relation between living and memory.
The memory is linked to experience with the construction spaces associated
with lifestyles.
But how it is possible to live in a society where changes occur in a fast
and simultaneous way. These changes produce new family structures whose
temporariness can change several times throughout the life cycle of a
person. Therefore, currently there is no single housing prototype associated
with a homogeneous sample of similar individuals who live in the same
family structures.
The house must respond to the lifestyles of completely heterogeneous
human beings with diverse behaviour patterns, values, consumer demands
and lifetimes, in some cases antagonistic, which join or diversify leading to
new types of people.

This acceleration causes changes in the spatial and temporal aspects. Time
loses its relation with the past and with their cultural heritage to become in
something instantaneous. It becomes a discontinuous time full of controlled
episodes. A search is performed for unlimited time that loses all connections
with the experience. The connotations of near and far are transformed, from
a physical perception conceived as a space control. Which is close is the
space where we feel comfortable.
The house becomes a digital support, a node on a network that interacts
socially with others, allowing the performance of a new domestic system.
How can you recover that relation with the experience space, with enough
time that allows us to enjoy our daily actions?
Nowadays, the private and the public don´t find difference in a “ hybrid
living “ which assumes the common character of the house while making
public “home” places.
Living, as “staying in one place for a long time”, shortens its duration
in housing, to extend it to other areas of permanence, other areas of
habitability. Life runs fluidly, spilling from one place to another and the
traditional home becomes in a crossing space. The inhabitant, which assumes
a cyclical nomadism, identifes those places where their personal belongings
are as his home.

Image above
People in New York’s subway.

In a society where the time turns into productive space, the house can be
established as a space for immunity, a space of conscience and individualcollective learning that let us build a new social imaginary that links our
experience to the ordinary.

Bottom image
Eidos. Photography by Carlo Bailey
and Lorenzo Villaggi.
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Housing should turn into an adaptable space to the inhabitant and not the
opposite. Therefore, the housing must be thought from two dimensions:
Qualitative dimension:
The initial housing will be a complete habitable package that can progress
incorporating inputs and finishes that do not compromise the stability of the
buildings.
Quantitative dimension:
The housing allows a back development to the construction of housing
incorporating new spaces and new surfaces.
Housing was not conceived thinking about changes in family structures, but
currently we can see the great deversity: people who live alone, couples
without children, couples with one child, group of people who share an
apartment, families who take care for an elderly person and so on. How can
housing bring in all these changes? What kind of housing do you propose?

The house becomes a space with multiple scales from the micro (experience,
customs, body moves, objects relation ...) to the macro (a space used for
connecting any corner of the planet). How can they incorporate these
dimensions into the current house?
Habitability is a device within a heterogeneous group that comprises
speeches, architectural facilities, regulations, laws, administrative measures,
scientific statements, philosophical and philanthropic moral propositions.

Josep Quetglas says: “the home of our time does not exist yet. There is a
house that is not ours, the house from other time that is not ours, and it does
exist our home, from us, inhabitants, who we have no time. Who is out of
time does not live, or live a fictional life.” So what is the home of our time?
How can you set up and develop it? Perhaps we should return to the initial
question.
What does living mean?

What is the role of housing in this device?
Progressiveness is an intrinsic term related to living. Families evolve and
this is why evolution, adaptation and flexibility are an undeniable process
in daily life.

Image above
Hats in the Garment District, New York.
Photography by Margaret BourkeWhite, 1930
Bottom left image
Tower of David, Caracas.
Bottom right image
The lodgers. Photography by Robert
Doisneau, 1962

The inhabitant always tend to personalize their environment and often
change their lifestyle over time, leading to new changes in habitat. This
means to generate expandable, customizable, changeable, adaptable, able
to adapt to the body times spaces.
The house must deal with different situations:
- The future user is unknown, therefore his needs cannot be guessed.
- The user is known, but his future needs are not projected.
-The transformations produced by users generate negative interference in
the house.
How can we project it taking into account these aspects?
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PROPOSAL
LOCATION
The competition aims to promote imagination and development of proposals
without limitations. Therefore, a plot is not established as a space for
the development of competition. The location of the plot will be chosen
by the participant according to their interests. It may be a space in a
natural environment; within a plot in a city with nearby buildings etc. The
development of the house is key for this competition.

PROGRAM
OBJECTIVES:

FAMILY:

Flexibility
The development of an adaptable and flexible home to different social
structures that can be placed in his home. This can be caused by family
changes or the arrival of new people.

Housing should be able to adapt to different family structures:

Group
The grouping of the different homes will be considered.
Rooms
Rethinking rooms as inhabitant´s complex spaces.
Needs
The housemust cover the needs of habitability: kitchen, bathroom, living
rooms and so forth, etc.
AREAS:
The area of the house will be 100 m², but it will be appreciated when
resolved in a smaller area. Consequently, it will be taken into account the
amount of space dedicated to each inhabitant according to the family
structure

1 person
The first one is composed by a
single-person household, it may be
formed by people who choose to
live alone, a divorced person or a
widow/er.
2 people
The second one is composed by
a single-parent family or couples
without children, siblings, partners.
3 people
The third one is composed by
couples who have only one child or
a number of young people who live
together.
4 people

The main thing is the architectural quality of the proposal and its flexibility
according to the changing situation of family structures described above.

Image above
Homage to Bruno Munari. Photography
by Progetto semplice.

A project that meets all situations in one can be proposed, or otherwise
different housing types, one for each case, but with a global and/or common
denominator. Therefore, a typology of the dwelling is not required. The
housing may be formally developed as the contestant deems appropriate,
being able to develop a house in a single floor, double height, fragmented,
with stacks, etc.

Family with two children or a family
with one child and an elderly
person.
5 or more people
Larger families or 5 people sharing
a house.

4

reTHINK!NG philosophy
reTHINKING Team proposes contests far from the pessimism, with
high doses of freshness and joy, restless and expansive. Definitively, it aims
to stimulate and shake the architects heads who seem to be asleep and
restore dignity to the profession. Being optimistic over all.
The proposed competitions will be focused on 8 concepts which
we think there is much to investigate and propose by architects.
We understand that architecture can not be classified, as a single
project reflects on various concepts relevant to contemporary culture, but
enhance several of these main research topics.

CONCEPTS

DENSITY

LIMIT

ECOLOGY

MOVILITY

DETAIL

SCALE

NATURE

HOUSING

“Cambiar de respuesta es evolución.
Cambiar de pregunta es revolución”
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DENSITY
MAIN CONCEPTS

Quantity and quality of the simultaneous and mixed Space(s) - and use(s) available for each person.

HOUSING

“The proportionately high density development expresses an effective concentration
of urban life, satisfying the legitimate need of urbanity and intimacy at the same time.
Density is the third dimension of the city. Density is a critical tool , linked with
dimensions and the provisions of the urban plan that traffic flows evoked by the
relationships between parts of the city. Processing density, it is formalized in plan and
section and isolated areas and buildings are fixed “.

With a background which encourages standardization, housing
keeps being a field strongly sclerotic, characterized by conventionalism
and repetition of archetypes and patrons based on an ambiguous “neolanguage”, pseudo-functional and eclectic at the same time. An sclerosis
which does not only refer to those actions strictly speculative, but in many
occasions to those which, using a commonly accepted language, tend to be
qualified as cultured, and that find their main source of inspiration in urban
models based on tradition and repetition.
During the last two decades, this has being the official main goal of the
residential urbanism: the recovery or recreation of a urban space filled of
traditional silhouettes which composition would have been referred to a
pragmatic order based on an archetyped plan, mainly as a composite and
figurative action, lopsided towards the reconstruction of the fabric or, in the
outskirt development, towards its evocation.
Nowadays, however, it is reasonable to understand housing as a place
closer to desire than to versatility; closer to life quality and the suggestive
fantasy of spare time; closer to wellbeing and knowledge than to the common
serenity or predictability of a space, once only thought as a necessity or
social appearance: a new housing that, at the end, approaches better to
diversity and plurality than homogeneity and collectivity. A space multiand inter-active.

(MVRDV, Farmax. Excursions on density, Rotterdam: 010 publishers, 1998)

DETAIL
Detail refers to tiny, the contact of the body, perceptual and
sensorial.
The space is not perceived by shapes and volumes, but effects that arise
from actions that give value which is invisible for the eyes. These microactions are based on creativity generated by defining the minimum, the
immaterial or the atmospheric.
The architecture must be thought from daily life, customs, lifestyle and way
of moving.
Speaking of details means to talk about a consciousness of the space which
is occupied by the body and its own action.

(VV.AA.,Diccionario Metápolis de
Arquitectura Avanzada, Barcelona:
ACTAR, 2002)
(MVRDV, Farmax. Excursions on density,
Rotterdam: 010 publishers, 1998)
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ELIGIBILITY

JURY

All students and architects or related professions anywhere in
the world can participate in the contest. Participation can be individual or
in groups, being eight (8) the maximum number of members. Team members
can be from all disciplines (artists, philosophers, photographers, etc.),
without being necessary, although advisable, the presence of an architect
or architecture student. It is allowed that members are from different
universities and countries.

The jury will be composed by professionals from the world of
architecture and other disciplines related to the object of the competition.
Carlos Arroyo Zapatero (Carlos Arroyo Architects)
Esther Mayoral Campa (PhD. Architect Project ETSA Seville)
Borja Sallago Zambrano (GIVCO researcher & BAMMM Architects)
Carlos Tapia Marín (PhD. Architect History, Theory and Composition ETSA
Seville)

The price of registration is the price that each participating team
much pay, regardless of the number of members.
In case that one team or participant wants to submit more than
one proposal for the same competition must register twice (or as many as
want to present projects) paying the appropriate fee each time.
Under no circumstances should the participation of any juror, or
anyone organizing professional agency relationship with any of the above
will be accepted.

PRIZES
A total prize of 4.500 € will be distributed as follows:

*All jury members have shown a willingness to be present at the voting process where the winners
will be selected, however their participation is subject to their professional and educative
commitments with their own studies and projects.

CALENDAR
MAY 10th 2016

Early registration starts

JUNE 7th 2016

Early registration ends

JUNE 8th 2016

Regular registration starts

Firt prize

3.000 €

JULY 5th 2016

Regular registrations ends

Second prize

1.000 €

JULY 6th 2016

Late registration starts

Third prize

500 €
AUGUST 2nd 2016

•
•
•

Magazine publications
Blogs/architecture webs publications
reTHINKING official publiction

+ 10 Honorable Mention

Late registration and FAQ ends

AUGUST 2nd 2016
20:00 h GMT + 1:00

Submission deadline

AUGUST 11th 2016 - AUGUST
18th 2016

Proposal evaluation

AUGUST 18th 2016 - AUGUST
21st 2016

Proposal evaluation

*Depending on the country of residence of the winners, prizes may be subject to withholding
or tax payments under the legislation of the country. The budget that we have comes from
registration fees, thus the corresponding amount for awards will be based on the number of
entries.
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PAYMENT

INSCRIPTION
Inscription periods will depend on the competition publication and
will be divided as follows:
Early

35 € + IVA

Regular

60 € + IVA

Advanced

90 € + IVA

IVA: 21%
Before making the inscription one member of the team must
register on our website. After completing the registration form you will
receive an email with your password and the registration code you will
need for your panels (#0000). It’s important to keep this registration code,
it will allow your team to access the intranet where you’ll be able to access
your registration status, payment, and the upload form to submit your
project.
Once registered you will have to make the inscription through our
website: http://rethinkingcompetitions.com/ by paying the fee (it will depend
on the period) The submitting instructions will be sent once we receive the
payment.

The payment method will be the one that best suits the team,
considering that payments made by Bank transfer must have as a concept
the code team. If we receive a payment that is not properly identified we
won’t be able to relate it to your team and your participation will not be
confirmed until you provide a proof of payment.

Bank Deposit the account data will be provided when choosing this option.
Once the registration fee is paid it will not be refunded in any case.
Registration dates are subject to the receipt of payments, not the time of
issue.
Any type of management fees and / or bank charges will be borne by the
participant.
Credit or Debit Cards: All card payments will be handled by PayPal to
ensure data security. Rethinking not have access to your card details. The
inscription will be received instantly.
Pay-Pal: the inscription will be received instantly.
All payments via bank transfer must bear the registration code as
a subject and the Account Owner must be the person you are enrolled in
the contest.

After 5 days we´ll not be made repayment. Repayment`s costs
shall be borne to contestants and never in charge of platform.
.

DISCOUNTS
It is possible to lower the price of the entries to any Rethinking
competition registering multiple teams simultaneously. If you are a teacher
and want to use our competition as an exercise you can take advantage of
discounts and involve the largest number of teams.
For every 10 teams will save 30% of the total enrollment.

* For the applicable discount teams should be registered at the same time. The payment will be the total of all

DOCUMENTATION
The following information is available for download on the website of
Rethinking:
Bases completas en ESPAÑOL
Complete rules in ENGLISH
Reference Photos
Communication Material
Competition’s trailer
Competition’s Poster

the teams.
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Participants will create their own graphic documents or use
materials from other sources, leaving the team Rethinking exempt from any
liability for infringement of copyright or other intellectual property rights.

PRESENTATION
Participants must submit a single A1 (59.4 x 84.1 cm) landscape
(horizontal) where the registration code (order number, #0000 or #00000)
obtained at the time of registration must appear. Remember checking the
spam inbox. You must also choose a Slogan or title for your project.
This CODE must be placed in the panel in the upper right corner.
together with a SLOGAN which can be placed anywhere. Panels delivered
in vertical or without the code and slogan can be excluded from the
competition. The file must be a JPEG, and it must be less than 8 mb.
We will also ask the team to submit a .doc document with a
summary of the project in 90 words and a representative picture of it. This
will be used for a future publication.
You will receive more specific instructions on this matter once you
complete the inscription.
The documentation included in the panels will be the necessary
to understand the project, each participant can choose: graphic
representations, model pictures, perspectives, sketches, renderings, texts,
etc.
The jury will evaluate the quality of architectural design and its
clear presentation and general composition.
Shall not be required, although it will be appreciated, to solve
the project construction or structural systems. Not necessary to have into
account standards established, urban or constructive.

EVALUATION CRITERIA
The Rethinking team will provide to each jury member a document
where the basic concepts which its own vision of the architecture is based
on.
The jury, once understood the profile and concerns of Rethink!NG,
will give their personal assessment based on their knowledge and
experience on the architectural project.
The jury will be revising all deliveries, where finally, it was
particularly valued the Rethink!NG spirit and the adequacy of the response
to the problem and achieved goals, reviewing the response that each
project gives to each concept, methodology and research accomplished.
In this latest round finalists , honorable mentions and the winners will be
designated .
The jury reserves the right to award proposals that do not comply
any of the parameters of these rules as long as it represents an improvement
in the project.

FAQ
From the start fate until the deadline, all those questions that
help to better understand the project and its objectives as well as on the
functioning of competition may be proposed.
The questions not resolved in these rules or in the figures for
“frequently asked questions” section of our website should be done
through reTHINKING page on Facebook, which can be accessed from the
top menu of any page our website. Any question must be sent to contact@
rethinkingcompetitions.com

The project must be understood mainly through the artwork. In the
sheet may be included text, although the presence of a large amount is not
recommended. The official language of the competition is English, any text
written in another language will not be considered.
Models can’t not be delivered.
When payment confirmation email is sent to the person registered
a document with instructions and forms for the team are included. Always
check the spam box.
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INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
Once submitted, the material will be given to rethinking for future
publications and promotions of the contest. If used for other purposes, the
authors retain all rights to their proposals.
The information submitted may be edited by the team for
reTHINKING to adapt it for publications, but never altering the original
project.

NOTES
Rethink!NG reserves the right to make any changes in the
competition rules (dates, deadlines, requirements, etc.) as long as these
benefit the majority of participants and improving the competition. Any
modification of the bases will be announced on the official website of
reTHINKING on Facebook, remain the responsibility of the participants to
visit frequently.
The project proposed here is fictitious and will not be built. The
material provided to participants may have been modified by reTHINKING
to improve the project conditions, so that drawings, photographs and other
documentation may not match reality.

Don’t forget to follow us in our social networks to be up
to date of all our news!
¡¡¡¡ SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTER !!!!
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Colaboradores:

contact
Con el apoyo de:

www.reTHINKing competitions.com
| +34 955 54 29 92 | +34 627 706 234 |
| contact@rethinkingcompetitions.com |
| calle josé laguillo 27 bloque 7 local 1B | Sevilla 41003
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