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INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR MEETINGS PROGRAM:

The Baltic Republics, northern frontiers of Europe characterized by 
richness and diversity of cultures, have shared traits of their history with 
countries that have left a lasting mark on landscapes and cities.

Forgotten by the great narrative of architecture despite joining the 
European Union in the early 2000s, the Baltic area is now character-
ized by a plurality of lively and unexpected addresses. Furthermore, the 
interest of the international scientific community for “Soviet modern-
ism” or “socialist modernism” which here takes on a specific character of 
“Baltic modernism”, has produced several studies and important cultural 
symposia.

On the contrary, the relative remoteness of the Baltic area has allowed 
the emergence and spread of a strong experimentalist component, 
combined with a specificity of urban fabrics such as medieval Tallinn, 
baroque Vilnius, twentieth-century Riga and the ongoing urban trans-
formations. 
Discontinuous strands, united by specificity that makes the Baltic a het-
erogeneous and recognizable area in its historical, anthropological and 
linguistic matrices.

Given the vastness of the theme and the aim of the seminar, which is to 
present the architectural culture, addresses and issues of the heritage of 
the Baltic countries in a short time, the seminar will take place over six 
days organized by macro-themes to encourage interdisciplinary reflec-
tion. Given the smallness and fragmentation of the research conducted 
so far at the national level (normally limited to only one of the countries 
or to a single aspect of the built environment, such as infrastructures, 
etc.) and in order to present the topic most exhaustively, speakers be-
longing to different disciplinary sectors will participate to the seminar 
to discuss the main topics and prove useful tools to designers and re-
searchers.

The focus of the seminar is the confrontation and dialectical exchange 
between the scholars of Sapienza and some of the protagonists of the 
contemporary cultural scene of Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia to make 
themes and perspectives known to a wider sector of the scientific com-
munity and, at the same time, intensify cultural relations.
The seminar is divided into six complementary “short conversations”, 
dedicated to the architecture, cities and historical heritage that together 
make up the landscape of the three Baltic Republics.


