
 

 
 
Designers and Studios from Nine European Union Countries to Showcase 
Sustainable, Future-Focused Solutions at ECO Solidarity 2022, Presented 
by WantedDesign Manhattan 
 

 
Nuatan Cup by crafting plastics! studio. Photo: Patrícia Kvasňovská 
 

NEW YORK—Leading designers and studios from nine European Union countries, represented 
by  EUNIC NY, the European Union National Institutes for Culture, will introduce transformative 
solutions in the third iteration of ECO Solidarity at WantedDesign Manhattan, co-located with 
ICFF in Javits Center, on May 15-17, 2022. Launched in 2020 as an international, 
multidisciplinary initiative and movement, ECO Solidarity brings together a diverse group of 
design practitioners who explore radical sustainability in architecture, urban planning, product 
design and development, energy and waste, standing in solidarity in the face of global 
humanitarian, public health, and ecological crises. The 2022 showing includes an exhibition 
and two talks featuring participating designers and a diversity of experts. 

With the goal of uniting design and other disciplines to create ecologically-sound, human-
centered, hands-on solutions, ECO Solidarity is a collective act of response to the climate 



emergency through design. The remarkably applicable projects, which can be implemented on 
micro and macro scales, advance the circular economy, address the key principles of the 
European Green Deal, and contribute to the implementation of the UN Agenda 2030 and its 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Encompassing research, craft and technology—or a 
combination of all three—these projects offer a range of approaches, from investigating the 
daily life of our homes and cities to examining complex systems, processes and practices that 
support a more equitable and sustainable future.  

Participating designers and studios include: EOOS NEXT (Austria), Herrmann & Coufal (Czech 
Republic), Livable Platform (Flanders, Belgium), MOYA Birch Bark (Germany), AHA Objects 
(Malta), NASDRA Conscious Design (Poland), SUSDESIGN (Portugal), Atelier Ad Hoc (Romania), 
crafting plastics! studio (Slovakia). 

Whether highlighting personal and environmental benefits of DIY (Herrmann & Coufal), 
transforming construction waste into outdoor furniture that functions as public art and reminds 
of the loss of significant buildings (AHA Objects), exploring the potential of alternative 
production materials, bioremediation and bioelectronics (NASDRA Conscious Design) or using 
design to raise visibility for local knowledge and to foster cross-cultural, multi-disciplinary 
partnerships (Livable Platform), the participating designers uncover new possibilities and 
contribute to changing common practices of the design industry and public. Embodying 
inclusion, collaboration and multiple perspectives, ECO Solidarity provides an opportunity for 
emerging European designers to present their work and participate in the wider discourse of 
WantedDesign and ICFF.  

“Placing nature, environment and people at the center of the design and production process 
and moving from conversation to action and implementing sustainable scenarios should be the 
design industry’s common goal,” said Odile Hainaut and Claire Pijoulat, Founders of 
WantedDesign. “As directors and curators of a major U.S. design event, we have the 
opportunity to give a voice to those pioneering active, scalable responses to environmental 
challenges experienced globally and locally. More than ever, ECO Solidarity with its call to 
action, should find a receptive and engaged audience in New York this May. We are extremely 
proud to partner with EUNIC and nine of its cultural organizations to present the initiative and 
projects of talented European studios in New York.”  

“It is time to end the model of ‘make, take, break and throw away’ that is so harmful to our 
planet, our health and our economy,” said Ambassador Silvio Gonzato, Deputy Head of the 
European Union Delegation to the United Nations, “ECO Solidarity 2022 demonstrates the 
value of the European Union’s Circular Economy agenda in practice. It saves energy and 
natural resources, and allows consumers to make smart environmental choices, such as 
repairing instead of replacing their broken products. This is how we bring balance back in our 
relationship with nature, foster innovation and generate high-skills jobs. The EU has been 
pushing the Circular Economy since 2015. Only two weeks ago, we presented a new package 
of measures on eco-design and sustainability in the textile, digital and construction sectors. 



More circularity and resource efficiency also mean more resilience when a crisis disrupts our 
industrial supply chains.” 
 
Attendees of WantedDesign Manhattan and ICFF will have an opportunity to hear the ECO 
Solidarity designers share their insights and vision in two informative talks held on the show 
floor. Talks are open to all fair attendees and the media, with no reservations required. 
 
Sunday, May 15, 11: 30 am.  ECO Solidarity, Part One: Doing It!  
Moderated by Simone Rothman, Co-Founder, FutureAir 
Presenters: Aha Objects (Malta), Atelier Ad Hoc (Romania), EOOS Next (Austria), Hermann & 
Coufal (Czech Republic), Livable Platform (Flanders/Belgium). 
 
Monday | May 16, 11:30 am. ECO Solidarity, Part Two: Doing It! 
Moderator: Jonsara Ruth, Design Director and Co-Founder, Healthy Materials Lab, Parsons 
School of Design 
Presenters: Crafting Plastics! Studio (Slovakia), Moya Birch Bark (Germany), NASDRA Conscious 
Design (Poland), SusDesignHealthy and Sustainable Design Solutions (Portugal).  
 
The 2022 edition is produced and presented in partnership with EUNIC NY, the European 
Union National Institutes for Culture, including the Austrian Cultural Forum New York in 
cooperation with Austrian Federal Economic Chamber and Vienna Business Agency, 
Delegation of Flanders to the USA , Czech Center New York, Goethe-Institut New York, Arts 
Council Malta in New York, Romanian Cultural Institute New York, Polish Cultural Institute New 
York, the Consulate General of Portugal in New York/ Camões, I.P., Consulate General of 
Slovakia in New York, and the European Union Delegation to the United Nations. 
 
"The role of cultural diplomacy in this day of age, when the Earth’s life-supporting systems on 
which we fundamentally depend are in jeopardy due to our human mistakes, is to raise 
awareness and sensitivity around the key environmental issues, to provide space for thought 
and dialogue, to inspire, and to educate,” added Izabela Gola, Visual Arts and Design Curator 
at the Polish Cultural Institute New York. "In the spirit of the Polish Solidarność movement 
established in 1980, we want to resist ecological devastation. Our goal is to redefine 
sustainable design by inspiring the change from within industries, proving that sustainability is 
not just a trend, but grounds for a new state of consciousness with ready-to-be-implemented, 
hands-on solutions. Facing multiple crises, it is especially important to be alarmist, because 
whatever we do about the climate emergency in the coming years will impact the next 
millennium." 
 
The exhibition is designed and curated by Deborah Wang, architect and artistic director of 
DesignTO. ECO Solidarity 2022 Advisory Committee includes Jonsara Ruth, co-founder and 
Design Director, Parsons Healthy Material Labs; Simone Rothman, co-founder, FutureAir; 
Laurence Carr, founder and CEO, Laurence Carr Inc. 
 



Location: May 15-17, 2022 | Jacob K. Javits Convention Center of New York, 429 11th Avenue  
Show hours: Sunday, 05.15: 10AM-6PM | Monday, 05.16: 10AM-6PM | Tuesday, 05.17: 10AM-4PM  
 
ECO Solidarity was initiated by the Polish Cultural Institute New York in partnership with 
WantedDesign and eight European Union National Institutes for Culture (EUNIC) organizations 
to address the imperative need for human-centered design in response to humanitarian and 
public health crises by focusing on ecology, the climate emergency, public health, wellbeing in 
public spaces, and how shifts in the economy affect people’s lives.   
 
The name of this initiative was inspired by the Solidarity (Polish: Solidarność) social and political 
movement which led to the collapse of the Soviet Union, setting the nations on course toward 
democracy. 2020 marked the 40th anniversary of its formation. 
 
WantedDesign is a NYC-based platform dedicated to promoting design and fostering the 
international creative community throughout the year. Founded in New York City in 2011 by 
Odile Hainaut and Claire Pijoulat, WantedDesign has established itself as a constant and 
staunch supporter of U.S. and international design. Focusing on emerging and new ideas in 
design, its main trade event WantedDesign Manhattan was acquired by Emerald in 2019 and is 
now co-locating with ICFF at the Javits Center. wanteddesignnyc.com 

The International Contemporary Furniture Fair (ICFF) is where designers, retailers, developers, 
and architects converge to exchange inspiration and ignite a competitive drive for 
contemporary residential and commercial interiors. With a selection of both established and 
emerging designers, the ICFF delivers a selection of the globe’s finest, most creative, 
individual and original avant-garde products showcased in one venue. Exhibitors from 36 
countries come to the ICFF each year to showcase the newest frontier of high-end, 
contemporary interiors. Icff.com  

European Union National Institutes for Culture (EUNIC) is the European network of 
organizations engaging in cultural relations. Together with our partners, we bring to life 
European cultural collaboration in more than 100 countries worldwide with a network of 133 
clusters, drawing on the broad experience of our members from all EU Member States and 
associate countries. EUNIC advocates a prominent role of culture in international relations and 
is a strategic partner of the EU, actively involved in the further definition of European cultural 
policy. EUNIC is a platform for knowledge sharing and for capacity building amongst its 
members and partners. 
 
Media contact:  
Dalia Stoniene, StudioStripe NYC 
T: +1 718-316-5509 | E: dalia@studiostripe.nyc  
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PARTICIPATING DESIGNERS: 
 
AHA Objects (Malta) 
 

   
 
AHA Objects is an emerging design studio focused on storytelling, sustainability, and joy. 
The studio is based in Malta where its designs are inspired by local aesthetics and 
craftsmanship, with numerous international projects, sales, and collaborations. The studio 
was founded by narrative designer and architect Anna Horvath, who works in the visual 
arts, as well as exhibition, installation, public art, and furniture design.  
  
Play is a crucial part of AHA’s design methodology leading to joyful colors, shapes, and 
design solutions. In contrast to the playful approach, there is often a hidden social, cultural, 
environmental, or political commentary embedded in AHA's objects. Each collection finds 
creative solutions for the reuse of a different discarded material. SORĠI is an ongoing 
research project about opportunities for circularity in Malta, whose first outcome is an 
outdoor furniture collection for public spaces, highly critical of the booming construction 
industry. Six benches inspired by six buildings affected by the local construction frenzy will 
stand both as a memento of today’s choices and a suggestion for tomorrow’s actions. 
MORE INFO AND MATERIALS (hyperlink to the press kit) 



 
 
Atelier Ad Hoc (Romania) 
 

   
 
Atelier Ad Hoc is a Bucharest-based architecture practice focused on mutations in 
public space, living conditions, property, and land use, as manifested in the everyday 
life of the city. Founded as a dual practice consisting of a design studio and a non-
governmental organization, Atelier Ad Hoc engages with situations associated with 
social and spatial vulnerability, dealing with informal or planned aspects of architecture. 
Its projects create possible temporalities, by subverting the relations that generally 
govern the use of public space to accommodate and make visible informal networks of 
people with various forms of living: individual or collective, consolidated or precarious. 
It places design in the service of those who are generally left out of the usual 
architecture process because they lack representation, resources, and power. Each 
project is inserted into everyday living situations consolidating or extending existing 
networks of everyday use. MORE INFO AND MATERIALS (hyperlink to the press kit) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
crafting plastics! studio (Slovakia) 
 

   
 
crafting plastics! studio is an award-winning design and research studio based in 
Bratislava, founded by Vlasta Kubušová and Miroslav Král. The company has been 
exploring sustainable, transparent production processes in response to the ongoing 
issues of climate crises driven by mass consumption and the steep use of renewable 
resources. By combining science and design, cp!s revolutionizes properties, aesthetics, 
and values of perishable material - natural bioplastics, and offers solutions for closed-
loop systems in various fields. Their pursuit is to transform perishable materials into 
value-added products, by employing high and low technology. They define the entire 
material's cycle, from unrefined matter to final product until its decomposition in 
natural C02, water and nutrients. In 2018, cp!s co-founded NUATAN, a material brand 
for bioplastic solutions for value-added products using 100% biobased blends suitable 
for a variety of consumer goods. 
 
BreaZea is an aroma-active modular wall divider created by crafting plastics! studio & 
Office MMK. The subtle smell of BreaZea helps the consumer to distinguish BreaZea 
from petrol-based plastics by enhancing the aroma-active substances of the raw 
material. The modules are made from 100% biobased and biodegradable material, can 
be combined in various ways and used in hospitality industry, working and living 
environments. MORE INFO AND MATERIALS (hyperlink to the press kit) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
EOOS NEXT (Austria) 
 

   
 
EOOS NEXT is an industrial design studio that propels the development of social and 
sustainable design projects. The social enterprise strives for positive change by 
designing transformative technologies in the fields of health, water, mobility, and 
electricity.  
 
ODM (Open Design Toilet Mold) is the toilet revolution for the bottom of the pyramid. 
More than 35% of the world‘s population lack access to safe sanitation. The project's 
vision is to empower local craftsmen to integrate EOOS NEXT's URINE TRAP, a passive 
urine separation technology, into toilets that can be produced locally. Simple 
production techniques are presented in an easy-to-understand way, reaching people 
with various backgrounds, providing business opportunities, and building capacities. 
Urine diversion is key to improving basic sanitary conditions. The reuse of nitrogen and 
phosphorus for agricultural purposes follows circular economy thinking and gives an 
opportunity to create business models such as the production of biological fertilizer for 
agriculture. MORE INFO AND MATERIALS (hyperlink to the press kit) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Herrmann & Coufal (Czech Republic) 
 

     
 
Herrmann & Coufal is a Czech design studio founded by two classmates while still 
studying at the Academy of Arts, Architecture, and Design in Prague. It started with 
one school assignment… and beer(s). Since then, the portfolio has expanded to 
comprise a variety of projects, especially in the field of product design. They’re all 
based on a thorough search for balance between purpose and beauty, an emphasis on 
detail, and courage to go beyond the known boundaries.  
  
Nomad is a brand of furniture and lighting designed so that anyone can make them 
with their own hands. All it takes is basic tools, determination, and a bit of time. It 
shows that self-production does not have to be perceived only as an alternative, cheap 
and unaesthetic solution. All Nomad products are designed on the same basis: self-
manufacturability and consistent minimization of the number of necessary building 
elements and work operations (and thus cost reduction). At the same time, they can all 
be easily and quickly disassembled, moved, and reassembled in another place. MORE 
INFO AND MATERIALS (hyperlink to the press kit) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Livable® Platform (Belgium) 
 

  
 
Livable® Platform empowers an attitude, fosters a critical design community and invites 
participation, helping people and companies implement ambitious, impactful initiatives that 
benefit the planet and society. With a collaborative, cross-disciplinary approach, the firm shares 
its expertise and vision through lectures, workshops, and commissions. With diverse 
competencies and a perspective that looks beyond our aesthetic- and function-focused society, 
Livable® Platform invites an open dialogue with the global creative community to contribute, 
connect, and innovate. 
  
ONTketen (UNchain) is the firm’s latest project, launched in collaboration with cleantech start-
up Circular Matters to advance a circular and bio-based future, embodying the principles of the 
"fourth sector" where financial, social, and ecological objectives go hand-in-hand. Through a 
matchmaking process, three Belgian pioneering production companies work with design 
studios to explore alternative products, free of fossil and mined raw materials. Coordinated by 
Livable® Platform, the project challenges the design industry to explore sustainable 
alternatives that create a better balance between people and the environment. MORE INFO 
AND MATERIALS (hyperlink to the press kit) 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  
 

 



 
 
MOYA Birch Bark (Germany) 

   

The concept of MOYA is based on the vision of establishing birch bark as an innovative 
renewable raw material, which not only enables us to create sustainable design 
concepts and showcase the characteristics of birch bark, but also reinvigorate an 
endangered trade.  

In their products, MOYA solely uses the best quality untreated birch bark. Like any tree 
bark, birch bark also consists of several layers. However, only the outermost layer of the 
bark, is called birch bark. In contrast to the other tree species, the birch’s bark can be 
harvested once a year, without harming the tree. Crucial to harvesting is making sure 
that the inner bark layers are not damaged. The time of harvest must be chosen 
carefully. Only then the bark can be separated from the tree with a juicy crack. 

MOYA has been working with small family businesses in Siberia since 2015 and have 
set up two production sites in Tomsk (2019) and Ivanovo (2016), so that added value 
remains on site and as many jobs as possible can be created. They ensure that old 
knowledge is passed on to younger generations, that old craft tradition is preserved 
and that vocational training is reintroduced. MORE INFO AND MATERIALS (hyperlink to 
the press kit) 

 

 

 

 



NAS-DRA Conscious Design (Poland)   
 

   
 
NASDRA stands for Nonlinear Architectural Systems - Design and Research Agenda. 
Conscious Design represents the constant search for sensible solutions that can 
mitigate climate change and have a positive impact on people's health. For over 
twelve years, they have been investigating and creating circular as well as regenerative 
designs.  
 
Edibility for NASDRA is the next stage after the compostability, which is so far the 
cleanest and energy-efficient way of reducing biowaste. Recently, they teamed up with 
Dr. Elisabeth Lorenzi and students from the School of Form (SWPS University in 
Warsaw) to work on highly nutritious materials that can be used as edible batteries, 
photovoltaic (PV) cells, and packaging. Batteries, as well as packaging, have a short 
service span, creating a huge problem with waste. The PV cells are difficult to recycle. 
Therefore they are focusing on creating healthy and edible biomaterials which can 
replace them. 
 
The main ingredient of NASDRA’s edible biomaterials is spirulina. The process of 
farming and growing your own food as well as biomaterials/ingredients is crucial from a 
climate change and resource depletion perspective. MORE INFO AND MATERIALS 
(hyperlink to the press kit) 
 

 

 
 

 
 



SUSDESIGN Studio & Consultancy (Portugal) 
 
 

   
 
SUSDESIGN specializes in design for sustainability by designing projects, solutions and 
products towards sustainable production and consumption, with a design process 
based on eco-efficiency and circularity. We build sustainable local value projects with 
global impact, in collaboration with a large international network of innovators, guiding 
people, companies and institutions towards sustainability. 
 
SUSDESIGN presents the FOREST CHAIR, a pioneering example of European design, 
crafted for the circular economy. Paying tribute to the different forest ecosystems in 
Portugal, and inspired by the European Green Deal, the FOREST CHAIR was designed 
by Ana Mestre and Rasim Savaskan for the 2021 Portuguese Presidency of the Council 
of the European Union. The FOREST CHAIR highlights important Portuguese forest 
ecosystems by integrating natural materials derived from them, while also achieving 
circularity through lifecycle extension and longevity strategies employed in product 
conception and design, utilizing industrial symbiosis and the reuse of forest and 
industry waste. The result is an unexpected design, which embraces an empirical 
hypothesis as to what the design of the future will be, characterized by a palette of 
colors and textures from the different biomaterials that comprise it, and where different 
aromas of the forest can be experienced. MORE INFO AND MATERIALS (hyperlink to the 
press kit)  
 


