
   NEW YORK — An eco-terrorist 
organization calling themselves 
“the Gaians” has claimed respon-
sibility for last week’s devastation 
of Central Park. Disguised as jog-
gers, and entering the park at dif-
ferent points just prior to sunrise 
last Monday, the Gaians released 
an army of mechanical bees and 
beetles throughout the park. Park 
users reported significant defo-
liation of trees and plants in the 
northern section of the park on 
Tuesday. By Saturday, the park 
was almost entirely denuded of 
living plant matter. Central Park 
authorities confirmed that the me-
chanical insects had self-destruct-
ed at midnight on Sunday.
     In a letter to The Times received 
on Earth Day, yesterday, the Ga-
ians said that their actions were 
intended to draw attention to the 
fact that, since the year 2000, the 
world has lost more than 500,000 
Central Parks worth of forest – 
most of it due to economic activi-
ty that can be traced back to Wall 
Street. The letter provided fur-
ther details of the attack, stating 
that the mechanical insects had 
been engineered to deliver a new-
ly synthesized toxin to trees and 
plants causing almost instant de-
foliation of buds and leaves, with 
plant death following in a matter 
of days. State scientists contacted 
by The Times confirmed the toxin 
was confined to the park’s plant 
matter, with no contamination 
discovered in the park’s soil or wa-
ter bodies. Initial testing suggests 
that the toxin is not harmful to hu-
mans or animals, unless ingested 
in large quantities. 
   Dave Form, the leader of the 
Wild Institute, which advocates 
for returning 50 per cent of the 
planet to wilderness, said the Ga-
ians were justified in their actions.  
“It’s about time all those rich peo-
ple playing around in their pretty 
park realized what’s really going 
on in the world,” he said.

   In an emotional media confer-
ence set against the backdrop of 
defoliated trees, Police Commis-
sioner Will Brat said the eco-ter-
rorists are to environmentalism 
what Al-Qaeda is to religion and 
vowed that law enforcement 
authorities would “hunt them 
down and bring them to justice.” 
Standing on the sidewalk of Fifth 
Avenue, New York Mayor Bill Di 
Blastoff raised a distraught child 
and pledged to rebuild “the great-
est park on earth for future gen-
erations.” “We will make it more 
democratic, more ecological, and 
more beautiful than ever,” Blastoff 
said.
  Manhattan real estate tycoon 
David Dennison this morning 
pledged to help raise the money 
needed to begin the project of re-
constructing the park. Dennison 
said the park was “worth its weight 
in gold to New York,” but refused 
to speculate on whether some of 
the park might have to be sold off 
to developers to pay for the recon-
struction.
  The Central Park Authority will 
commence the clearance of all veg-
etation in the park in the coming 
week, following confirmation from 
experts that few trees had survived 
the attack. Efforts have already be-
gun to relocate the park’s fauna 
to new habitats around New York 
state. Central Park has officially 
been designated an environmental 
disaster site and is now closed to 
the public. 
  Today, the University of Penn-
sylvania School of Design’s LA+ 
Journal announced that it would 
hold an international design 
ideas competition to reimagine 
and redesign the park. When The 
Times asked celebrated designer 
Larry Lin how anything could be 
better than the original, he said 
that although Central Park’s ro-
mantic imagery is unforgettable, 
“if Olmsted were alive today, he 
himself would do it differently.”
 

        
 

    In doing so this competition 
seeks to explore the following 
questions:

1) If in parks, no matter how 
faux or superficial, we manifest a 
collective aesthetic expression of 
our relationship with the “natural” 
world, then what, on the occasion 
of nature’s disappearance, is the 
aesthetic of that relationship today? 
2) What is the role of a large urban 
park today? 
3) How might issues of aesthetics 
on the one hand and performance 
on the other coalesce into what 
Olmsted described as “a single 
work of art”? 
4) Given the extraordinary history 
of the Central Park site, the compe-

tition asks how the new interprets 
the old, and how together, the new 
and the old anticipate the future?

    In short, the brief is to create 
the concept for a new, 21st century 
Central Park. The brief asks for a 
plan, a short explanatory text, and 
discretionary supporting imagery. 
The competition favors conceptual 
rigor and imagination, and places a 
premium on engagement with the 
questions outlined above. Basic 
issues of feasibility, materiality, 
circulation, and programming will 
also be taken into consideration by 
the jury.

   In the wake of the eco-terrorist 
attack, LA+ Journal has launched 
an international design ideas com-
petition to reimagine and redesign 
Central Park starting, as Frederick 
Law Olmsted and Calvert Vaux 
did, from scratch.
   Asked why the competition was 
named ICONOCLAST, which is 
defined as “a person who attacks 
cherished beliefs or institutions,” 
LA+ Journal’s Editor in Chief said, 
“there’s no institution that has 
been more cherished in New York 
than Central Park, but the reality 
is that it is now destroyed. We are 
asking designers of all disciplines 
to reimagine New York’s Central 
Park for the 21st century.”  
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 Central Park is arguably the 
canonical work of modern land-
scape architecture. Its aesthet-
ic and socio-political ideals of 
health, beauty and democracy 
underpin the profession of land-
scape architecture, which Olmst-
ed first named, to this day. Writ-
ing of the park in 1973, the artist 
Robert Smithson claimed that 
Olmsted “combined both art and 
reclamation in Central Park in a 
way that is truly in advance of his 
times.” But what would Olmsted 
do today? What will you do?
  This competition asks that you 
redesign Central Park, starting, 
as Olmsted and Calvert Vaux did, 
from scratch. 

The competition website will 
officially launch on June 1, 2018 
with the deadline for entries being 
October 10, 2018. 
  The top five schemes will share 
in $20,000 prize money and all 
awarded schemes will be published 
in LA+ Journal’s ICONOCLAST 
issue. 

For further detail,  follow the 
COMPETITION  link on: 

www.laplusjournal.com
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