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Openness is at the center of current societal 
debates when issues of belonging, security and 
resource distribution are being negotiated. 
In the light of insecurity and uncertainty 
regarding future developments, current 
societal debates point towards new lines of 
conflict regarding „openness“ and „closure“ 
within urban areas. Openness has interlinked 
dimensions: the physical openness of space, 
institutional openness, the openness of 
social, economic and ecological systems, and 
responsiveness to future change.

The open city is a challenging concept and 
an opportunity. The exploration of such new 
perspectives and approaches considering 
openness in urban development is crucial as 
the speed of societal changes, urban growth 
and deteriorating environmental conditions 
increases. Can the concept of openness 
provide designers, planners, decision makers 
and citizens new strategies to counter 
multiple uncertainties in the process of urban 
development, without irrevocably obstructing 
future possibilities?
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The Open City Forum  is calling for contributions 
from research and practice, in which different 
disciplines have described, operationalized or 
implemented aspects of openness.
 
Accepted papers will be published in a special 
edition of Trialog Journal. 
A book publication is intended. 

Each selected author will present their abstract 
as base for an in depth discussion and Workshop 
sessions.
 
SUBMISSION DETAILS:

Maximum 500 words
 
All abstracts must be submitted using the online 
form: www.offene-stadt.org/cfp-2018
 
Abstracts typically present: title, keywords, 
research gap, relevance, theoretical basis, 
methods and preliminary results or future work.
 
FORUM TOPICS: 
  
# Open City
# Architectures of Openness
# Practices of Openness
# Public Spaces of Openness
# Urban Development and Uncertainty
# City Information Modeling
# Open Urban Systems
# Open Social Structures
# Porosity
# Inclusiveness
# Urbanity of Movement
# Urban Development and Appropriation
# …
 
DATES:

30.09.2018 Closing Date Abstracts 
08.10.2018 Authors informed of results 
30.10.2018 Final abstract submission 
07.11.2018 OPEN CITY FORUM
 
The Forum language is English. 

CALL FOR PAPERS

The OPEN CITY FORUM critically examines the 
principles of openness and how they can be 
translated into urban space and practice. The 
public event connects researchers, academics, 
professionals, experts as well as decision 
makers of municipalities and the civil society. We 
seek to explore innovative methods and tools, 
integrating existing disciplinary concepts and 
theoretical approaches of openness towards 
new perspectives and instruments for the 
sustainable transformation and development 
of urban areas. 

The OPEN CITY FORUM is part of “OFFENE 
STADT: Theorien, Perspektiven, Instrumente” 
– a joint inter- and transdisciplinary research 
project by TU Braunschweig, TU Dortmund 
and the German Institute of Urban Affairs, in 
cooperation with the Senate of the City of Berlin 
and supported by a renowned advisory board, 
and funded by the Robert Bosch Foundation.

CONTACT:

FORSCHUNGSGRUPPE OFFENE STADT
Institute for Sustainable Urbanism ISU
Pockelsstraße 3
DE- 38106 Braunschweig
Email: forum@offene-stadt.org
Phone: +49 (0) 531 391-3537
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