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Bee Breeders Architecture Competition Organisers, 
in partnership with 
Birdly Bird Homes,
have prepared this document for the 
LEGENDARY BIRD HOME 2020
architecture competition. 

Full Competition Terms & Conditions: 
LEGENDARYBIRDHOME.com 

© Bee Breeders 
Architecture Competition Organisers 
hello@beebreeders.com 
beebreeders.com
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The LEGENDARY BIRD HOME 2020 competition is 
the first in a planned series of competitions looking to 
raise awareness for the global environmental crisis. 

This competition will be a collaboration with Birdly - a 
socially-responsible startup that aims to support 

environmental activism worldwide through funds raised 
by selling bird homes.

INTRODUCTION 
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The human race has caused massive damage to the 
environment, much of it irreversible. The world is 
changing at an alarming rate and the majority of 
scientists are in agreement that climate change is a 
direct result of human activities. Increasing 
temperature, deforestation, depletion of natural 
resources, species extinction, pollution, and waste 
build-up are just some of the problems resulting from 
the constantly growing human population.

In 2018, the World Wildlife Foundation released its 
Living Planet report which revealed that a shocking 
60% of the planet’s animals, birds, and fish have been 
killed by human activity since 1970. The constant 
demand for food and resources from a booming global 
population has caused innumerable species to die out, 
which will ultimately have a direct impact on humanity.

The Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) outlined some of the 
consequences if current trends and behaviours are not 
changed. It predicts that by 2050 there will be an 
addition 2 billion people on Earth. The impact of that 
will likely mean lower standards of living, with pollution 
set to become the biggest cause of premature death, 
killing an estimated 3.6 million people per year by 
2050. The massive growth in population would result 
in a 55% increase in demand for water, and 40% of 
the world’s population living under severe water stress.

GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT
CRISIS
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Dependency on fossil fuels would mean a 70% 
increase in carbon dioxide emissions, which would 
then result in global average temperatures increasing 
by 3° to 6 ° Celsius by 2100. The World Health 
Organization said the following about climate change,

"Climate change affects the fundamental requirements 
for health – clean air, safe drinking water, sufficient 
food and secure shelter. Many of the major killers such 
as diarrhoeal diseases, malnutrition, malaria and 
dengue are highly climate-sensitive and are expected 
to worsen as the climate changes. Areas with weak 
health infrastructure – mostly in developing countries – 
will be the least able to cope without assistance to 
prepare and respond. Reducing emissions of 
greenhouse gases through better transport, food and 
energy-use choices can result in improved health."
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The impact of deforestation on our environment is 
significant and permanent. Enormous regions of 
rainforest are clear cut everyday and this influences the 
entire planet in a number of ways, from changing the 
global climate to reducing the amount of oxygen in the 
air.  According to The Supply Change Initiative (SCI) 
soy, beef, palm oil and timber are commodities that 
are responsible for 80% of all tropical deforestation. 
And once these rainforest have been cut down, there 
is no way to bring them back. 

Delicate ecosystems and unique forms of animal and 
plant life are wiped out everyday so that the world’s 
largest and most profitable companies can have a 
cheap source of soya products and animal feed, 
grazing land for cows, and construction materials.

SELECTED 2020 TOPIC - 
DEFORESTATION
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The industry that has by far the biggest impact on 
deforestation is agriculture, and in September 2014, 
governments, companies, communities and societies 
all met in New York to sign the New York Declaration 
of Forests. This declaration was a commitment to 
remove deforestation from agricultural production by 
2020, with similar commitments made within the 
financial community through the Banking Environment 
Initiative. But with the 2020 deadline looming, it’s not 
looking likely that those goals will be met.

Cargill – one of the world’s largest agricultural 
commodities traders – along with well known brands 
like Nestle and Unilever, all pledged their support of the 
cause. It was hoped that by 2020 these major 
corporations would have sourced more responsible 
and sustainable alternatives to commodities like soya 
and palm oil products. However, little progress has 
been made and an area twice the size of the UK has 
been cut to grow food.
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For the LEGENDARY BIRD HOME 2020 competition, 
participants are tasked with presenting innovative and 
attention-grabbing designs for a bird house that can 
be built at home, using materials and building methods 
that are both environmentally sustainable and easily 
available. 

Each project will need to include details of the building 
method and the materials to be used, ensuring that 
the structure could be built by a single person with 
tools that are widely available. In order to make the 
project more accessible, simple tools that are available 
at home are recommended, however more 
sophisticated techniques - like the use of a laser cutter 
- can be proposed.

The winning designs will receive a share of the prize 
fund as well as media coverage, and their designs will 
be put forward for production and sale on birdly.org, 
with half of the profit donated to selected charities.

For the Birdly Bird Home 2020 competition, designs 
will need to marry aesthetics, functionality and 
sustainability. 

Important points to consider:

While the exterior look should be appealing to consumers, it should also have a 
natural colour so that it blends in with its surroundings 

Try to propose natural, sustainable construction materials in your design.

Do not include perches or other exterior accessories as they can make it easier 
for predators to reach nestlings.

Include drainage holes to improve ventilation and remove water and waste. (Note: 
also include a way to access the interior for seasonal cleaning such as a hinged 
roof or side door).

Reduce the risk of water damage and flooding by including a deep roof overhang 
or countersunk hole.

As there is no one single species of bird that the home would need to fit - the 
proposed designs should be modifiable by Birdly (in terms of size), to fit birds in 
different regions.
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3 winning proposals and 6 honourable mentions will be selected. Bee Breeders 
will award a total of US $5,000 in prize money to competition winners as 
follows:

1st Prize

US $3,000

2nd Prize

US $1,500

3rd Prize

US $500

+ 6 HONOURABLE MENTIONS

PRIZES

Prize money

US $5,000

PUBLICATIONS:
The winners will get international art and design media 
coverage and will be featured on the Bee Breeders 
website. 

A full list of media partners who have committed to 
present the competition winners in their publications 
can be found at legendarybirdhome.com

The winning designs will receive a share of the prize 
fund as well as media coverage, and their designs will 
be put forward for production and sale on birdly.org, 
with half of the profit donated to selected charity.

CERTIFICATES:
Bee Breeders will acknowledge the 
outstanding performance of all winners 
and honourable mentions with 
Certificates of Achievement.



* See requirements here:   
  beebreeders.com/competition-registration-types

COMPETITION 
SCHEDULE

Early Bird Registration
NOVEMBER 6 - DECEMBER 13, 2020

Advance Registration
DECEMBER 14 - FEBRUARY 11

Last Minute Registration
FEBRUARY 12 - APRIL 14 

Last Minute Registration US $120

Advance Registration US $100

Early Bird Registration US $80

US $80

US $70

US $60

Architects, designers, 
enthusiasts and 

companies Students*

Closing date for registration
APRIL 14, 2020

Closing date for submission
MAY 29, 2020 (11:59pm GMT)

Announcement of the winners
JUNE 16, 2020

REGISTRATION
FEES 
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•   Participants are required to upload one A2    
     landscape-orientated presentation board 
     (must not exceed 5mb per file) with sketches, 
     renderings, plans, sections, elevations, diagrams, 
     and/or other presentation tools to explain their 
     proposal. 

•   No video files are accepted.

•   All information provided in writing must be in 
     English. 

•   All submissions must be uploaded via the 
     beebreeders.com upload panel. Access 
     information and instructions on how to upload the 
     presentation panel will be issued to participants via 
     email immediately after successful registration.

•   Presentation boards must not indicate any 
     information related to individual's/team's identity. 

•   Participants who do not comply with the 
     requirements will be disqualified without refund.

SUBMISSION 
REQUIREMENTS

Competition jury consists of two jury panels: 
•   Core jury panel
•   Consultative jury panel

Full jury panel members list is published on 
LEGENDARYBIRDHOME.com

The core and consultative jury panel will be 
responsible for setting the criteria that participants 
need to fulfill based on the site and brief and will 
evaluate each submission accordingly. 

Participants are advised to research both the working 
site and previous similar case studies as part of the 
design process. 

“LEGENDARY BIRD HOME 2020” is an ideas 
competition, which encourages participants to 
experiment with the limits of architecture. The jury may 
choose to reward projects that show a high degree of 
creativity, even if they breach any of the rules, as long 
as it’s justified.

Selecting Top 3 winners: 

Consultative jury panel will produce a shortlist 
of 40 from all submitted entries. 

Consultative jury panel will select 9 
competition finalists from the shortlist. 

Core jury panel will evaluate the 9 finalists and 
select the top 3 winning projects and 6 
honourable mentions. 

1

2

3

JURY & EVALUATION 
PROCESS 
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Shortly prior to the results announcement, selected 
competition winners and honorable mentions will be 
contacted and asked to answer a series of interview 
questions and submit a video about themselves. These 
will be published with the competition results.

There is a tight deadline to publish the winners 
announcements on time, therefore interview questions 
will need to be returned within 2 days, and videos 
submitted within 2 weeks of being requested. As 
such, we advise participants to consider ideas for their 
video and answers to their questions in advance so 
that they are able to submit the relevant material on 
time.

Please note - both the interview and video 
submission is OPTIONAL. However, we do  
recommend that all participants do submit as much 
material as possible in order to maximise the publicity 
and media attention their work will receive.
Read more about: 

          the video submission -  
          https://beebreeders.com/submit-movie

          the interview
          https://beebreeders.com/interview

TELL THE WORLD
YOUR STORY!
VIDEO AND INTERVIEW
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The competition is open to all. No professional 
qualification is required. Design proposals can be 
developed individually or by teams (4 team members 
maximum). 

People who have direct personal or professional 
relationships with jury panel members or organisers 
may not participate in this competition.

A full list of media partners who have committed to 
present the competition winners in their publications 
can be found at LEGENDARYBIRDHOME.com 

For potential media partners who are also interested in 
covering the present competition and its winners, 
please contact us at hello@beebreeders.com 

Competition press kit (in English) and banners are 
available at LEGENDARYBIRDHOME.com

MEDIA
PARTNERS

ELIGIBILITY

The competition brief can be downloaded as often as 
required; no additional information or material will be 
provided after registration.

The brief and all associated documentation for this 
competition are for the sole purpose of an academic 
exercise and are not legal documents.

The provided materials, or alternatives, can be used, 
created, or sourced at the participant's discretion.

COMPETITION
DOCUMENTATION
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