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The aim of the Festival des Architectures Vives is to raise awareness among the general public about 
the broad field of architecture. It focuses not only on highlighting the work of a younger generation 
of architects, landscapers, urban planners, but also on discovering unexpected urban territories.

The FAV takes place in the heart of the historic center of Montpellier, in private mansions. Usually 
closed to the public, these courtyards open their doors during the festival to discover their architecture 
and the installation created at the festival by young architects.

Three goals are set :
First, to provide visitors, during the festival, with diverse and iconic heritage sites. Second, present 
a site-specific work that reveals an intimate relationship between contemporary architecture and 
a heritage site. Third, promote the younger generation of architects. The FAV project therefore 
offers architectural paths that oscillate between discovering the city and discovering ephemeral 
contemporary creations.

Since 2006, the Festival of Architectures Vives has gained notoriety. It takes place every year in 
June.

For this 14th edition in Montpellier, the FAV opened 13 courtyartds with 15 installations + 1 pavilion. 
During 6 days in all, the public was able to discover the 16 creations of Montpellier. The festival was 
held from June 11 to 16, 2019 in Montpellier and welcomed no less than 19 000 visitors for this 2019 
edition.

the festival
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Given the ephemeral nature of the event, the mid-scale achievements are designed in a simple 
way. Some allow interaction with the public. All take possession of the place only during the 
festival. Without leaving any physical traces, the FAV seeks to mark the minds and to engage 
a global reflection on the architecture and its development in an existing urban context. The 
Festival des Architectures Vives offers an open and dynamic image of current architecture.

This event is organized by architects, with architural and urban professionals, for a wide audience, 
from the uninitiated to the most informed. Anxious to enhance the value of architecture to the 
general public, to improve the understanding of visitors, mediators are present in front of each 
installation. These mediators are students in architecture school. They explain in a simple way 
the works and try to give the keys to the visitors to understand or simply appreciate the course. 
In order to encourage the public to participate, visitors are invited to go to the pavilion at the end 
of the course to vote for their favorite installation.

The Festival is free and the implantation of the event in the public space testify of this desire of 
opening to the greatest number, to create a festive moment during which everyone can discover, 
learn, understand and discuss around the world. architecture and heritage.
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We strive to reach a wide audience through:

- a public of non-initiated: the festival gives itself 
the means to interest the general public by 
organizing moments of exchanges during and 
around the festival, with school and associations, 
in the sociocultural establishments and the 
business’ committees. In each place, cultural 
mediators welcome and inform visitors about the 
urban spaces where they are and the facilities in 
place.

- a regional audience: the historic center of 
Montpellier is a place visited on many occasions 
and by many people who do not necessarily live 
there. Yet private mansions are often unknown 
because they are mostly private, and even if 
they belong to public institutions, they are rarely 
visited. It is therefore an opportunity to discover 
these places to a large audience in the region 
while offering them contemporary installations.

- A public of professionals: the event is organized 
by architects, with actors of the city and specialists 
of the sector. It is also aimed at entrepreneurs by 
supporting teams who propose new production 
tracks in our urban environment and who imagine 
and experiment with techniques and the use of 
innovative building materials.

- an international audience: the festival highlights 
young architects from around the world. Half of 
the call for submission come from foreign teams. 
The international dimension is also established 
by the annual invitation of a foreign university, 
which makes the trip to design a project 
within a courtyard of Montpellier. In fact these 
interventions of foreign universities take the 
festival to many countries and make it discover 
to a large international audience.

the public
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Call for submissions

      

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS 
FESTIVAL DES ARCHITECTURES VIVES 2019 

Montpellier 

On the occasion of the 15th Fes:val des Architectures Vives in Montpellier, the 
associa:on Champ Libre sends a call for submissions in order to realize 10 interven:ons in 
Montpellier.  

The Fes:val is located in the heart of Montpellier; it will take place in the city center more 
specifically in the mansions’ courtyards, proposing a path to the visitors, kind of architectural 
discovery of the city center.  

The objec:ves of the FAV are on one hand, to open to inhabitants, during the Fes:val these 
symbolic places and on the other hand – thanks to creators teams interven:on which will 
present a specific work to every place – to reveal an in:mate rela:onship between 
contemporary architecture, installa:on and patrimonial site. 

1. FESTIVAL PRESENTATION 

The Fes:val des Architectures Vives wishes to answer to the evolu:on of architectural 
prac:ce which by integra:ng all the domains related to its culture, does not hesitate 
anymore to assert itself through realiza:ons. The “Lively Architectures” are short-lived and 
evolu:onary by nature; each :me localized, registered in a short temporality and thought for 
a specific place.  

Like augmented reality, they add, transform, reveal a forgoWen and invisible space or on the 
contrary too exposed. RespecYul of their environment, they change it in an inhabited 
environment where the past, the present and even the future are one. The installa:ons 
create an environment where the imagina:on of each and everyone is possible. Refusing the 
unchanging, during the Fes:val, the ephemeral installa:ons ques:on our everyday 
environment. Targe:ng a large audience, they offer a sensory adventure, an unconven:onal 
glance. They posi:on themselves as a revelator. The “Lively Architectures are objects of 
desire, envy and simply wish to find the sense of the pleasure of the place, the city, to offer 
the sensi:ve and the tac:le, to reposi:on the Man in the heart of the architecture.  

For this 14th edi:on of the Fes:val des Architectures Vives in Montpellier, the chosen sites 
are in adequacy with its historical city. One of its treasures is the presence in the heart of the 
city of several mansions. Today, Montpellier counts more than seventy of them. Lots of these 
courtyards are not open to the visitors. 

In their history the courtyards that are half private and half public, have had many purposes, 
from place of representa:on, distribu:on hall, but today it remains uninhabited. Lacking in 
func:on, they appear as ordinary spaces that are just crossed to reach a private apartment. 
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ForgoWen, because they are inaccessible, or forgoWen because they are inappropriate, these 
courtyards disappear liWle by liWle from the common knowledge, even from the collec:ve 
imagina:on. They become real forgoWen spaces but they nevertheless maintain their own 
specificity, playing between shadow and light, offering a possibility to glorify these places 
with few things. Thus contemporary architecture will enjoy revealing and waking up sleepy 
sites. 

Every year, the Fes:val is visited by a large public and in 2019 by not less than 19 000 people. 
Moreover, the Fes:val is commiWed to raising awareness in schools, in 2019 as in 2018, 4 
classes of the Academy of Montpellier have par:cipated in the program Educa:on Ar:s:que 
et Culturelle, and have been realized with the help of 12 students of the ENSAM 4 
installa:ons during the :me of the Fes:val. 

2. THE FAV 2020 THEMATIC : TRANSITION  

Transi:on environmental, ecological, digital, economic, work, even human, everything moves 
and the world around us evolves certainly, but especially with unprecedented speed. The 
transi:on’s characteris:c is to be an intermediate state, but the architecture’s characteris:c 
is to cons:tute a permanent space, even if it is reduced to a few years. It will therefore be 
difficult to talk about architectural transi:on, but rather condi:ons where the design, 
construc:on and management of architecture and the city that are then in a dynamic of 
change. These different transitory states lead us to commit to accompany this transi:on, but 
it is necessary to do it with a keen awareness of what surrounds us. To rely on facts, data, to 
try to decrypt them and not just to comment on them. We must engage all our crea:vity and 
knowledge to build a new environment. As Paul Hawken points out about climate change, in 
his introduc:on to Drawdown:"We may be tempted to think that global warming is 
something that falls on us, that we are vic:ms of a des:ny wriWen by acts that pre-exist. If 
we change our view, and if we consider global warming to be a posi:ve evolu:on, an 
atmospheric transforma:on that encourages us to change and reimagine everything we 
make, everything we do, then we enter a world different. We take full responsibility and stop 
blaming others. We see global warming not as an inevitable event but as an invita:on to 
build, to innovate, to change everything; it opens the door for crea:vity, compassion and 
genius. So, like Hawken, let's commit to a beWer future! 

The transi:on, to exist, is based first of all on a story and tries to define a future. The FAV 
2020 wants to ques:on the different commitments and risks that architects are taking today 
to build our common future. In the image of medicine (1), architecture must work for the 
well-being of all, because it is the receptacle of our lives. It creates the condi:ons for living 
together. The ephemeral architecture is a transi:on state since it is not permanent. It will 
then be expected that each of them can celebrate both the knowledge of a past, the 
awareness of a presence and the crea:on of a future. Buckminster Fuller said, "The best way 
to predict the future is to design it. " 

(1) In 2020 we will celebrate the 800th anniversary of the crea:on of the medical faculty in 
Montpellier. Important transi:on because it is also this commitment in a future, this risk taken 
800 ago to create this ins:tu:on, this place of a shared knowledge, which allows us today to think 
a new future. Thus one of the facili:es of the FAV will take place in this historic place. 
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3. SUBMISSION REQUIREMENT 

The consulta:on is opened to young architects and landscape architects. The objec:ve is to 
promote the young architecture crea:on.` 

Files must reach us by e-mail to PDF format at the following address:  

communica:on@fes:valdesarchitecturesvives.com 

Thank you to specify in the mail :tle « 2020 FAV applica:ons MONTPELLIER ». Submissions 
candidatures have to be sent by one PDF file (maximum 10 Mo) or they will be rejected. 

4. APPLICATION FILE : 

 + Submission file of the team, filled according to the example. (Mandatory) 
– A4 portrait 

 + Team presenta:on with Curriculum Vitae of every member (Mandatory)  
– 1 A4 portrait format by member. 

 + Imagery references of architectural realiza:ons, installa:ons, compe::on. 
(Mandatory) 

 + Note of inten:on towards the theme of the Fes:val des Architectures Vives of 
Montpellier. That note of about one page must explain the concept of the project. An image 
has to be included into the note.  

(Mandatory) 

We want to draw aWen:on of the teams; the installa:ons have to be original ones. It is 
necessary to men:on and quote any reference.  

The results of the selec:on will be announced in January 2020. A file presen:ng in detail 
theme and technical constraints connected to the concep:on of an interven:on (ground, 
exhibi:on, visitors, proposi:on of serng-up presence…) will be sent to the selected 
candidates. Nevertheless, the exhibi:on places can be chosen among those which are 
presented on the website where you can download pictures.   

The team selec:on will be made only with this applica:on file. 
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5. SUBMISSIONS DEADLINE 

Applica:ons files have to be receipted before: Monday, December 2nd, 2019 at midnight, 
French Time 

(GMT +1 / date of emission of email as attested.) 

6. FOR THE 10 SELECTED TEAMS  

The fes:val will take place from the 9th to the 14th of June 2020. The construc:on of every 
installa:on will take place from June the 3rd to 9th by the team itself, and the disassembly 
June the 15 th. 

It will be possible to visit the sites during a tour organized in January. 

A subsidy of 1 000,00 € TTC will be assigned to each of the 10 realized projects. 

A book of the 15th edi:on presen:ng the realiza:ons will be published at the end of the year 
2020. 

Specific constraints: Installa:ons will take place in the courtyards of private mansion; they 
must take into account the specific condi:ons of occupa:on and not to harm the inhabitants 
or the built environment. The safety of visitors and locals, day and night must be ensured.  

7. CONTACT  

All the ques:ons must be sent by email to Associa:on Champ Libre:  

@ : communica:on@fes:valdesarchitecturesvives.com 
website : www.fes:valdesarchitecturesvives.com 
Facebook : architectures.vives 
TwiWer : @FAV_34 
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APPLICATION FILE 
FESTIVAL DES ARCHITECTURES VIVES 2020 

Montpellier 

1. Team contact: 

PRINCIPAL TEAM SPEAKER : 
* mandatory 

LAST NAME* :  

FIRST NAME* :  

ACTIVITY/DIPLOMA* :  

ADRESS/COUNTRY* :  

EMAIL* : 

PHONE :                                                                                MOBILE PHONE* : 

OTHER MEMBERS 
* mandatory 

LAST NAME* :  

FIRST NAME* :  

ACTIVITY/DIPLOMA * :  

ADRESS/COUNTRY* :  

EMAIL* : 

PHONE* :

LAST NAME* :  

FIRST NAME* :  

ACTIVITY/DIPLOMA * :  

ADRESS/COUNTRY* :  

EMAIL* : 

PHONE* :
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2. Have you ever applied for another FAV edi:on? 

YES    /   NO 

if yes, in which year :  

To return completed, dated, signed with file elements in one PDF file of 10 Mo Maximum, 
before Monday, December 2rd, 2019 at midnight, French Time (GMT / date of emission of 
email as attested) to the following address: 

communica:on@fes:valdesarchitecturesvives.com 

With men:on : 2020 FAV applica:on MONTPELLIER 

Done in……………………………………, the…………………………………… 

Signature 

OTHER MEMBERS 
* mandatory 

LAST NAME* :  

FIRST NAME* :  

ACTIVITY/DIPLOMA * :  

ADRESS/COUNTRY* :  

EMAIL* : 

PHONE* :

LAST NAME* :  

FIRST NAME* :  

ACTIVITY/DIPLOMA * :  

ADRESS/COUNTRY* :  

EMAIL* : 

PHONE* :
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TYPICAL QUESTIONS 
FESTIVAL DES ARCHITECTURES VIVES 2020 

Montpellier 

Do we have to be architect to apply for the fesKval?  
It is necessary to be graduated in architecture with Master level. 

Does everyone in the team have to be an architect or just one of us?  
Rather, with the possibility of associa:on with other disciplines. The fes:val is reserved for 
professionals, students can not be part of a team. 

What is the intenKon note?  
The note should show how you intend to answer the theme, this should be a page. These are 
the main lines of the project that you intend to develop. 

What is the expected image aQached to the intenKon note ?  
It can be a sketch, a realis:c perspec:ve or not, you are free to use the technique that will 
best present your project. 
Examples of notes of inten:on are available: www.fes:valdesarchitecturesvives.com at the 
:me of the call for applica:ons 

Does the specified subsidy of 1000 €, include the author’s fees and the construcKon costs of 
the project?  
1000 €TTC is for all. Nevertheless you can find your own sponsors and every communica:on 
file (books, program, website…) will be open to them.  

How can we find pictures of Hôtels ParKculiers courtyards?  
They are available on the website: www.fes:valdesarchitecturesvives.com  

Does the designed installaKon have to adapt to every courtyard or one in parKcular?  
The installa:on has to adapt to every courtyard because the selec:on is made later 

q&A
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sponsorships
FAV 2019
For the 2019 edition, we can count on the support of the City of Montpellier, the Direction Régionale 
des Affaires Culturelles Occitanie, the Occitan Region, the Department of Herault, Crédit Agricole 
Immobilier, NBJ Architects, Volum - Union Materials, and than the ADAGP.
And this year again the FAV is part of the Month of Architecture, an event on the initiative of the 
Direction Régionale des Affaires Culturelles Occitanie. The wide circulation of the festival has been 
possible thanks to our media partners, v2com, Médiaffiche, Gaumont and La Tribune.

FAV 2020
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ASSOCIATION CHAMP LIBRE
4 rue des Trésoriers de la Bourse
34000 MONTPELLIER

+33 4 67 92 51 17

communication@festivaldesarchitecturesvives.com
www.festivaldesarchitecturesvives.com

@FAV_34         Architectures        Festival des     QR code
             Vives      Architectures Vives

Le Festival des Architectures Vives is organized by the Association Champ Libre, presided by Elodie 
Nourrigat and Jacques Brion, architects in Montpellier.

FAV 2020

contacts

Photographies :

Paul KOZLOWSKI ©photoarchitecture.com
Site : http://photoarchitecture.com
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