
COMPETITION CONDITIONS

ARCHITECTURE  COMPETITION

ABU DHABI 
FLAMINGO 
VISITOR CENTER



CONTENTS
INTRODUCTION
AL WATHBA WETLAND RESERVE
THE COMPETITION
 AL WATHBA WETLAND RESERVE
 PROJECT PROPOSAL REQUIREMENTS
 THE COMPETITION SITE
 PRIZES
 COMPETITION SCHEDULE
 REGISTRATION FEES
 SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS
 RECOMMENDED SUBMISSION CONTENT
 PRESENTATION DELIVERABLES SET
 JURY & EVALUATION PROCESS 
 COMPETITION DOCUMENTATION
 ELIGIBILITY
 MEDIA PARTNERS
 ARCHITECTURE STUDENTS

3 
4
7
7
8
9
11
12
12
13
13
13
14
15
15
15
15

Bee Breeders Architecture Competition Organisers, 
in partnership with
Environment Agency - Abu Dhabi (EAD) ,
have prepared this document for the
Abu Dhabi Flamingo Visitor Center 
architecture competition.

Full Competition Terms & Conditions: 
FLAMINGOVISITORCENTER . beebreeders.com/terms

© Bee Breeders
Architecture Competition Organisers 
hello@beebreeders.com 
beebreeders.com



The Al Wathba Wetland Reserve in the UAE capital of 
Abu Dhabi is home to a vibrance of wildlife, the most 

famous of which are its flamingo population. The 
magnificent waves of pink flock to the reserve every 

autumn to spend the cooler winter months residing in 
the wetlands until spring, as many as 4,000 at a time.

For the Abu Dhabi Flamingo Visitor Center 
competition, participants are tasked with creating 

designs for a new visitor centre for the wetland reserve 
that is in keeping with Al Wathba’s unique 

environment.

INTRODUCTION
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Established in 1998, the Al Wathba Wetland Reserve is 
a nature reserve consisting of both natural and 
man-made bodies of water located 40 km southeast 
of central Abu Dhabi. Covering a total of 5 square km, 
the wetlands are comprised of wetlands, sabkhas (salt 
flats), fossilized sands and dunes, and are densely 
packed with animal and plant life.

The most spectacular of which is the flamingo 
population, who flock to the reserve in their thousands 
to enjoy the warmth during the winter months, with 
some remaining all year round. In fact, in July 2013, 
the Greater Flamingo Colony successfully hatched 231 
chicks at Al Wathba.

AL WATHBA WETLAND 
RESERVE

Image courtesy of Ahmed Aldhaheri
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In addition to the migratory flamingos that make the 
reserve their winter home, Al Wathba has attracted 
numerous species of bird and animals, from the Black 
winged stilt  to the Spiny tailed lizard which is 
indigenous to the region. 

Facilities at the reserve currently include a Visitor 
Experience Center, self-guided trails (1.5 kms or 3 
kms) and a bird hide equipped with binoculars and a 
telescope. It has been purposefully kept as raw as 
possible, and as such there are no cafés or 
restaurants although there are washrooms and 
ongoing plans to make the site more 
wheelchair-accessible.

Al Wathba Wetland Reserve analysis is available for 
download at the competition website.

Image courtesy of Ahmed Aldhaheri

Image courtesy of Ahmed Aldhaheri



Image courtesy of Manny Fajutag

Image courtesy of Ahmed Aldhaheri
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The selected site for the Abu Dhabi Flamingo Visitor Center is 
located in the North of the Al Wathba Wetland Reserve.

THE COMPETITION SITE

SITE COORDINATES: @24.2642771,54.595784

https://www.google.com/maps/@24.264232,54.5958953,3a,75y,18.36h,95.38t/d
ata=!3m8!1e1!3m6!1sAF1QipNZLua2iYoJWQvv_ObqPCS-bid0YtlH6Ql8Kdt!2e10!3
e11!6shttps:%2F%2Flh5.googleusercontent.com%2Fp%2FAF1QipNZLua2iYoJWQ
vv_ObqPChS-bid0YtlH6Ql8Kdt%3Dw203-h100-k-no-pi4.3710303-ya132.19994-r
o2.6565824-fo100!7i7200!8i3600

https://www.google.com/maps/@24.2640855,54.5960002,3a,75y,38.19h,86.05t/
data=!3m8!1e1!3m6!1sAF1QipPBYRpjKyWO1B6TpbCbLrBNkX6GvLUHcg-KMW-
9!2e10!3e11!6shttps:%2F%2Flh5.googleusercontent.com%2Fp%2FAF1QipPBYR
pjKyWO1B6TpbCbLrBNkX6GvLUHcg-KMW-9%3Dw203-h100-k-no-pi-0-ya206.1
8988-ro0-fo100!7i10240!8i5120

https://www.google.com/maps/@24.2640601,54.5961911,3a,75y,297.5h,95.09t/d
ata=!3m8!1e1!3m6!1sAF1QipP4lFStGvO92F9QwmvtF8cECF-XkYsV6qZwVIbb!2e1
0!3e11!6shttps:%2F%2Flh5.googleusercontent.com%2Fp%2FAF1QipP4lFStGvO9
2F9QwmvtF8cECF-XkYsV6qZwVIbb%3Dw203-h100-k-no-pi-0-ya259.403-ro0-fo1
00!7i10240!8i5120

AL WATHBA WETLAND RESERVE

DUBAI

ABU DHABI

Google View points for the context reference:
(Copy and paste link in your web browser)
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COMPETITION SITE

AL WATHBA WETLAND RESERVE
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COMPETITION SITE

VIEW FROM THE SITE
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COMPETITION SITE

Competition site CAD and PDF plan
is available for download at
FLAMINGOVISITORCENTER . beebreeders.com

VEHICLE
ACCESS
POINT

VEHICLE
ACCESS
POINT

VEHICLE
ACCESS
POINT



Designs for the Abu Dhabi Flamingo Visitor Center will 
need to take into account the unique environment in 
which it will be located, while at the same time 
creating a structure that has the potential to become 
an iconic landmark amidst the stunning architecture of 
Abu Dhabi.

In terms of facilities that need to be included within the 
visitor center, the main areas will need to consist of an 
information centre, training center, a small cafe  
(recommended location - South West corner of the 
site to allow panoramic views) and kitchen, toilets, a 
car park and a terrace. There should also be a small 
display area for specimens that live within the wetlands 
reserve. All facilities can be located under one roof, or 
series of seperate structures can be proposed.

The building height is restricted to a maximum height 
of 2 storeys, and the entire center should be 
accessible to disable visitors. Participants will need to 
conceive creative solutions for the construction and 
operation of the center with these limitations.

The jury will be looking for those projects that include 
construction solutions that will not disrupt the sensitive 
natural environment of the reserve. Although the 
programme has no set budget, participants are 
recommended to create designs in keeping with a 
budget of US $7mil.

THE COMPETITION
ABU DHABI 
FLAMINGO VISITOR CENTER
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COMPETITION PROGRAMME

• Display area (100m2) 

• Training room for 
   visitors (50 people)

• Small cafe (20 seats) + kitchen

• Car Park (15 SUV parking spaces)

• Terrace

• Toilets

• Information centre (400m2 max)
 - Reception and waiting area
 - Office (2 work stations)
 - Gift shop
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•   Cost-effective, environmentally responsible and 
energy-efficient construction for remote areas with 
limited road access;

•   Minimum/no mechanical excavation recommended.

•   Operational in all seasons - resistant to the 
elements of heat, cold, wind, sand;

•   Natural cooling/ventilation during the winter is 
recommended, however, it would need to be 
controlled manually;

•   Low maintenance in terms of both effort and costs;

The project qualities listed above are minimum 
requirements; the competition brief is open to 
adaptation and improved development strategies.

PROJECT PROPOSAL 
REQUIREMENTS AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS

Image courtesy of Ahmed Aldhaheri

Image courtesy of Ahmed Aldhaheri



3 winning proposals, 3 special award recipients and 6 honourable mentions will be selected. Bee
Breeders will award a total of US $7,000 in prize money to competition winners as follows:

More information about the special awards at 
 FLAMINGOVISITORCENTER .beebreeders.com

CERTIFICATE: 
Bee Breeders will acknowledge the 
outstanding performance of all winners 
and honourable mentions with 
Certificates of Achievement.
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1st Prize

US $3,000
2nd Prize

US $1,500
3rd Prize

US $500

BB Student Award

US $500
BB Green Award

US $500

+ 6 HONOURABLE MENTIONS

PRIZES

 As the Environment Agency - Abu Dhabi (EAD) 
has expressed an interest in the construction of this 
center, designs will need to be both in keeping with 
the look and purpose of the wetland reserve, while 
having the potential to become an iconic landmark in 
its own right.

Prize money

US $7,000

PUBLICATIONS:
The winners will get international art and design media 
coverage and will be featured on the Bee Breeders 
website.

A full list of media partners who have committed to 
present the competition winners in their publications can 
be found at FLAMINGOVISITORCENTER.beebreeders.com

“Competition Client's Favourite” Award 

US $1000



* See requirements here:   
  beebreeders.com/competition-registration-types

COMPETITION 
SCHEDULE

Early Bird Registration
NOVEMBER 20, 2019 - JANUARY 14, 2020

Advance Registration
JANUARY 15 - FEBRUARY 25

Last Minute Registration
FEBRUARY 26 - APRIL 28

Last Minute Registration US $140

Advance Registration US $120

Early Bird Registration US $90

US $120

US $100

US $70

Architects, designers, 
enthusiasts and 

companies Students*

Closing date for registration
APRIL 28, 2020

Closing date for submission
JUNE 9, 2020 (11:59pm GMT)

Announcement of the winners
JUNE 30, 2020     

REGISTRATION
FEES 
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•   Elevations; (suggested scale 1:50)
•   Primary sections; (suggested scale 1:50)
•   Primary floor plans; (suggested scale 1:50)
•   Enlarged sections and elevations highlighting  
     key spaces or relationships; (suggested
     scale 1:10)
•   Details: (suggested scale 1:5)

•   Envelope
•   Key materials
•   Site or landscape

•   Axonometrics providing information on key
architectural concepts;

•   Diagrams: 
•   Circulation 
•   Public versus private space
•   Lighting
•   Landscaping
•   Transportation
•   Energy systems

•   Perspectives:

Please note the PRESENTATION DELIVERABLES SET 
listed above is a suggestion only. Participants can 
choose to use the entire list, a selection from it, or 
propose a completely different set that would explain 
their design in the most efficient manner.

PRESENTATION 
DELIVERABLES SET
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•   Participants are required to upload four (4) A2 
landscape-orientated presentation boards 
(must not exceed 5mb per jpg) with sketches, 
renderings, plans, sections, elevations, 
diagrams, and/or other presentation tools to 
explain their proposal. 

•   No video files are accepted. 
•   All information provided in writing must be 

in English. 
•   All submissions must be uploaded via the 

beebreeders.com upload panel. Access 
information and instructions on how to upload 
the presentation panel will be issued to 
participants via email immediately after 
successful registration.

•   Presentation boards must not indicate any 
information related to individual's/team's 
identity. 

Participants who do not comply with the requirements 
will be disqualified without refund.

SUBMISSION 
REQUIREMENTS

•   Visualisations and artist impressions to
illustrate how the proposal fits in with the 
quality, value, and significance of the Al 
Wathba Wetland Reserve. 

•   Concept designs, which highlight that all
aspects of the design are of the highest quality 
and keep with the design brief and the 
proposed site.

•   The main points of proposed plans and
sections and multiple perspectives 
demonstrate the spatial quality of the 
structure, as well as operational needs and 
accessibility requirements.

•   Demonstration of project feasibility in regards
to environment, climate conditions, lifecycle, 
and responsible use of materials.

•   Demonstration of project construction,
materials, functions, management and 
maintenance; approach to environment and 
sustainability. 

RECOMMENDED 
SUBMISSION CONTENT
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Competition jury consists of two jury panels: 
•   Core jury panel
•   Consultative jury panel

Full jury panel members list is published at FLAMINGOVISITORCENTER . beebreeders.com.

The core and consultative jury panel will be responsible for setting the criteria that 
participants need to fulfill based on the site and brief and will evaluate each submission 
accordingly. 

Participants are advised to research both the working site and previous similar case 
studies as part of the design process. 

“Abu Dhabi Flamingo Park Visitor Center” is a competition, which encourages 
participants to experiment with the limits of architecture. The jury may choose to 
reward projects that show a high degree of creativity, even if they breach any of the 
rules, as long as it’s justified.

Selecting Top 3 winners: 

Consultative jury panel will produce a shortlist 
of 40 from all submitted entries.

Consultative jury panel will select 9 
competition finalists from the shortlist. 

Core jury panel will evaluate the 9 finalists and 
select the top 3 winning projects and 6 
honourable mentions.

1

2

3

Student Award:

Consultative jury panel will produce a shortlist 
of 40 from all submitted student entries. 

Consultative jury panel will select 9 
competition finalists from the shortlist.

Core jury panel will evaluate the 9 finalists and 
select the winning project.

1

2

3

Green Award: 

Consultative jury panel will produce a shortlist 
of 40 from all submitted entries.

Consultative jury panel will select 9 
competition finalists from the shortlist.

Core jury panel will evaluate the 9 finalists and 
select the winning project.

1

2

3

JURY & EVALUATION PROCESS 

“Competition Client's Favourite” Award:

Consultative jury panel will produce a shortlist 
of 40 from all submitted student entries.

The competition Client selects their 1 (one) 
favourite project.

1

2
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Shortly prior to the results announcement,
selected competition winners and honorable
mentions will be contacted and asked to answer
a series of interview questions (in writing) and submit 
a video about themselves. These will be published with
the competition results.

There is a tight deadline to publish the winners 
announcements on time, therefore interview
questions will need to be returned within 2 days,
and videos submitted within 2 weeks of being
requested. As such, we advise participants to
consider ideas for their video and answers to
their questions in advance so that they are able
to submit the relevant material on time.

Please note - both the interview and video 
submission is OPTIONAL. However, we do
recommend that all participants do submit as
much material as possible in order to maximise
the publicity and media attention their work will 
receive.

TELL THE WORLD 
YOUR STORY!
VIDEO AND INTERVIEW

Read more about:

The video submission - https://beebreeders.com/submit-movie

The interview - https://beebreeders.com/interview



The following information is available for download on 
FLAMINGOVISITORCENTER.beebreeders.com:

•   Full competition brief; 
•   Context video;
•   Extended Al Wathba Wetland Reserve       
analysis;
•   Directions to Al Wathba Wetland Reserve.

All information can be downloaded as often as 
required; no additional information or material will
be provided after registration.

The brief and all associated documentation for this 
competition are for the sole purpose of an academic 
exercise and are not legal documents.

The provided materials, or alternatives, can be used, 
created, or sourced at the participant's discretion.

COMPETITION 
DOCUMENTATION

The competition is open to all. No professional 
qualification is required. Design proposals can be 
developed individually or by teams (4 team members 
maximum). 

People who have direct personal or professional 
relationships with jury panel members or organisers 
may not participate in this competition.

A full list of media partners who have committed to 
present the competition winners in their publications 
can be found at 
FLAMINGOVISITORCENTER.beebreeders.com 

For potential media partners who are also interested in 
covering the present competition and its winners, 
please contact us at hello@beebreeders.com 

Competition press kit (in English) and banners are 
available at 
FLAMINGOVISITORCENTER.beebreeders.com/press

Bee Breeders architecture competition organisers 
would like to hear from representatives of universities, 
schools, and colleges offering architecture/design 
studies. 

Contact us to receive special student rates for group 
registration (discount applies for 3+ registrations from 
one university/school) as well as further information 
and support to get your students involved in 
architecture competitions. 

Send us a request from your university email address 
along with basic information about you and your 
university/school. 

Please note that only recognized university staff can 
apply for the reduced student rate.

MEDIA
PARTNERS

ARCHITECTURE 
STUDENTS

ELIGIBILITY

Full Competition Terms & Conditions: 
FLAMINGOVISITORCENTER.beebreeders.com/terms

© Bee Breeders 
Architecture Competition Organisers 

hello@beebreeders.com
beebreeders.com


