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EASA (European Architectural Students Assembly) is a non-profit 
and decentralized structure, organized and led by volunteers. 

SESAM (Small European Students of Architecture Meeting) is 
the name for all seminars and events within the EASA platform, 
other than the main Assembly (which takes place every July) or 
organizational meetings.

EASA Ukraine is an independent non-profit organization, the 
Ukrainian representative of the EASA network. Ukraine participates 
in EASA events since 2006. Every year, we make an open call to 
form a national team to take part in the Summer assembly. We also 
organize meetings with architectural students, promote the EASA 
community at universities and architectural festivals in Ukraine.

EASA AND SESAM

Re:EASA, Croatia 2018. Photo: Alexandra Kononchenko
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Consider everything in EASA an experiment, EASA 
is a living laboratory of ideas. In EASA there is no 
grading system or a set system or accountability 
for outcomes of the education provided. it gives 
a unique free-form opportunity to test different 
educational systems, processes and ideas. 
Despite running for 40 years, and having the 
most talented architects in the world join it is still 
beyond the mainstream architectural or media 
lense. Because of this EASA still a relatively sacred 
shared learning space for the entire European 
architecture community - handed down through 
consecutive generations of students and young 
professionals.

The journey
It is possible to understand of EASA 
by analysing some of the cultural DNA 
ideas at time of origin: 1970’s Britain an 
architect named Cedric Price created a 
bold project called Polyarch where he and 
a team of students converted a double 
decker bus into a sort of nationwide 
architecture education unit that operated 
between schools, its aim was to create 
an education revolution. It followed his 
National School Plan to ‘Unite, rather than 
separate the student and community’. 
Acting as a quasi-union, semi-network - and 
mobile education institution. The lesson 
from Cedric is that there is an intimate 
link between free, mutual education 
platforms and an expansive view of the 
profession which leads to architectural 
unionism between different schools and 
professionals. The thing Cedric Price 
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exposed is this; we must move beyond 
schools, companies and professional titles 
for the profession to retain it’s resilience. 
The format was successful in propagating 
a progressive, expansive attitude among 
students and formed the germ of the 
Winter Schools movement. 

The Winter Schools
The first Winter School was held in Sheffield 
in the late 70’s - moving then from city to 
city in a decentralised way. This format 
of grass roots direction lasted for several 
years. Eventually the winter schools were 
replicated to become permanent fixtures 
of most schools; “it became like a badge 
of honour to have a winter school, and 
if you didn’t have one you were falling 
behind”  and over time they almost became 
a part of the curriculum itself. Winter 
Schools were popular until the nineties 
but then “almost all of the winter schools 
were cut”. This is partially because of new 
trends in educational practice, such as 
postmodernism gained purchase in the 
1980s and 1990s, budget cuts and varied 
new grading systems introduced. As an idea 
that inherently resisted grading, the winter 
schools represented a more emancipatory 
form of education didn’t chime with 
the budget restrictions and emerging 
ideological condition of mainstream 
education system. The trends of the senior 
academic circles - most of whom had a 



career that depended on a slightly more 
deterministic education system rather 
than a mutualist one. This said; it is easy to 
blame a shift in ideology as a blanket reason 
for failure of a project, the most convincing 
criticism is that the Winter Schools allowed 
themselves to become over centralised 
and therefore rely too heavily on central 
university funding. 

A network of ideas
In 1981 EASA was founded by the then 
RIBA national student representative Geoff 
Haslam and Richard Murphy. They explicitly 
‘Took take the format of the winter-schools 
but make them Europe wide’ Geoff being 
‘somewhat of an anarchist’ was a peer 
of Colin Ward, and adopted many of his 
ideas into the initiating of EASA - especially 
those on social policy. Colin believed in 
maintaining a wholly distributed structure 
of mutual organisation, keeping easa open, 
egalitarian and accessible, with genuinely 
consensus based management. Geoff 
therefore managed to advance the ideas 
of those like Cedric Price, by mixing them 
with the clear practical lessons in functional 
anarchism from Colin Ward.

A social licence for change
EASA was not made out of leisure or 
egotism but out of urgent necessity. In 
the early 1980’s the city of Liverpool was 
riot torn and  Richard and Geoffs school 

or architecture and was threatened with 
closure. Young Geoff and Richard together 
needed a way to politically evidence the 
value of their school to the authorities and 
the wider public.  Richard Murphy being 
”an incredibly talented politician” thought 
up an ingenious way to show consensus 
by inviting students from across Europe, 
every country, to a huge summer school 
- focussed on and in Liverpool. They 
delivered education but in the process 
created the right political scenario to 
evidence a clear majority in favour of 
actively saving the Liverpool School. To 
Richard then, the creation of EASA as an 
education system was the ‘carrot’ which 
allowed the team to build a very clear 
international consensus against closing 
the school to the local level powers. An 
incredible geometry for solidarity emerged.

In principal EASA is the middle point 
between a Union and an education 
platform, with student led education being 
the gateway to evidence some larger social 
or political licence. These structures today 
still lend themselves to train people in new 
ways of thinking and doing architecture 
but also unite people in a way that allows 
them to affect positive change. Today, It 
still exists and works over 40 years later in 
the same way; without a central body or 
even a registered charity, each individual 
country has their own self assembling 



participating group. Growing into arguably 
one the largest mutual-aid educational 
systems continuously running in the field or 
architecture. Whilst still operating almost 
in secret, under the radar for most of the 
generic architectural discourse.

EASA’s today
There are several high quality educational 
events throughout the year, including 
‘small assemblies’ Intermediate national 
contact meetings (Like an AGM), and of 
course the EASA summer event where 
over 600 students attend.  Amongst this 
incredible heritage and context some of 
EASA’s integral ideas and processes can 
be understood. This is the reason why It 
has never made money from the sale of 
education - as many mainstream education 
institutions do today, defying the the rigidity 
of the social class based education system, 
in favour of a real, true education system 
The idea of universities commodifying 
social class forms a blockade in educational 
possibilities and limits the experimentation 
possible. The format is generally in favour 
of accessibility. And everyone involved 
does absolutely everything in a non-profit 
capacity - from helping with the washing 
up to helping. This creates an upwards 
pressure to increase accessibility, age, 
gender or income balance, from all tutors, 
participants and organisers. 

The activity in EASA is not prioritized 
according to any kind of superstructure. 
Many education systems exist because 
of the research grants available. EASA 
exists despite them. This enables testing 
completely new methods of education,  
and in turn this allow new knowledge to be 
unearthed. Meaning that easa’s workshop 
accommodates in the most uncontrollable 
way the entire spectrum of the cultural 
dialogue. In this sense EASA is an education 
system, and it truly is that. Filling a gap by 
occupying a space in the global educational 
dialogue. 

As far as mutualism is concerned: Try to 
share your knowledge as deeply and as 
openly as you can. The event becomes 
rich only because and only everyone does 
shares openly. “I help you today, knowing 
somebody else some other day will help 
me” and if participants, organisers and 
tutors engage deeply and meaningfully with 
the same spirit, we all begin to experience 
a network effect that magnifies the learning 
and teaching potential. 



EASA also has a culture of young people 
teaching young people, so don’t be afraid to 
share what you know. You have a particular 
cultural background and knowledge - 
this is your time to share it. In any case. 
Because ‘the world is evolving at such a 
fast pace that the gap between tutor and 
student needs to be closer and closer to 
ensure cultural relevance.’ EASA workshops 
disembark squarely from school or work, 
they tend to embrace a learning culture 
that i emmersive, as-well as appreciating 
cultural informanilites of the time, taking 
down formal boundaries to blur live work 
boundaries, towards the absolute creative 
exchange.

EASA Is a place to bring people together 
to make a real change. This SESAM is in a 
very significant location, in a very important 
part of the world - in a time when it needs 
us. Your attendance will spearhead this 
change - in the same way bringing EASA to 
Liverpool did over 40 years ago. We may 
have to to look back 40 years from now to 
realise this, but the political licence EASA 
opens up for positive change is vast, and 
the impact can be great. If only we can use 
it correctly we can be part of this city’s 
history as it finds it’s pathway, and change 
the city for the better. So operate with 
focus and generosity.  

Illustration and text: Louis Koseda
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EASA
1981:  Liverpool, UK

1982: Delft, Netherlands

1983: Lisbon, Portugal

1984: Aarhus, Denmark

1985: Аthens, Greece

1986: Тоrino, Іtaly

1987: Helsinki/Putikko, Finland

1988: Berlin, Germany

1989: Marseille, France

1990: Karlskrona, Sweden

1991: Verkhoturie/Kolomna, USSR

1992: Urgup, Тurkey

1993: Sandwick, Scotland

1994: Liège, Belgium

1995: Zamosć, Poland

1996: Clermont-l’Hérault, France

1997: Denmark, Sweden and Norway

1998: Valletta, Mаlta

1999: Kavala, Greece

2000: Antwerp/Rotterdam, 
         Belgium/Netherlands

2001: Gökceada, Turkey

2002: Vis, Croatia

2003: Friland, Denmark

2004: Roubaix, France

2005: Bergün, Switzerland

2006: Budapest, Hungary

2007: Eleusina, Greece

2008: Dublin, Іreland

2009: Brescia, Іtaly

2010: Manchester, UK

2011: Cadiz, Spain

2012: Helsinki, FInland

2013: Žužemberk, Slovenia

2014: Veliko Tarnovo, Bulgaria

2015: Valletta, Мalta

2016: Nida, Lithuania

2017: Fredericia, Denmark

2018: Rijeka, Croatia

2019: Villars-sur-Ollon, Switzerland

2020: Valga, Estonia

2021: Kragujevac, Serbia

SESAM
1992: Villafames, Spain

1993: Wiesenburg, Germany

1994: Cesis, Latvia

1995: Мotovun, Croatia

1995: Bocairent, Spain

1995: Ptuj, Slovenia

1996: Belgrade, Yugoslavia

1996: Minsk, Belarus

1996: Leeds, UK

1997: Sinij Vrh., Slovenia

1997: Nida, Lithuania

1998: Basel, Switzerland

2000: Nesvizh, Belarus

2000: Komaron, Hungary

2001: Banjaluka, Bosnia and   
          Herzegovina

2001: Braslav, Belarus

2004: Nicosia, Cyprus

2005: Krusevo, Маcedonia

2009: Rome, Italy

2010: Kaliningrad, Russia

2010: Sovata, Hungary 

2011: Istanbul, Turkey

2012: Alps, Switzerland

2012: Phodes, Greece

2016: Мinsk, Belarus

2018: Chereja/Bila Cerkva, 
          Belarus

2021: Slavutych, Ukraine
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Slavutych, 2019. Photo: Alexandra Polyakova

02.08 - 30.08  Slavutych, Ukraine
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The location for SESAM 2021 Poliklinika 
is the city of Slavutych, a city built 35 
years ago to rehouse the workers of the 
Chornobyl Nuclear Power Plant (CNPP) 
and their families, after being evacuated 
from Prypiat, following the explosion of the 
fourth reactor in 1986 — the worst nuclear 
catastrophe in history. 
 
The new city would not only provide 
dwellings to those who had been evicted 
from Prypiat, but also to heal them from 
the trauma they had experienced.
 
As opposed to Prypiat, built to represent 
the quintessential ‘atomic town’, a nuclear 
energy centred city with a strong focus on 
industrialization, building technology, and 
densification, Slavutych was planned as an 
exemplary human-centered town nestled in 
the middle of the woods.
 
The town was built in just 18 months 
through the collaboration of eight Soviet 
republics, each of which was responsible 
for erecting a district that then bore the 
name of its cities: Tallinn, Riga, Vilnius, 
Leningrad, Moscow, Tbilisi, Baku, Yerevan, 
Kyiv. 

SLAVUTYCH

Kyiv

Slavutych
Chernihiv

Prypiat

Chornobyl

2h 30min

BELARUS
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Slavutych, 2019. Photo: Alexandra Polyakova, Nika Popova

Architects, masons, engineers, and 
designers from each of the republics 
came to build their respective districts, 
often with clear references to their own 
‘vernacular’ styles. Prefabricated concrete 
panels, wall paper, and window frames were 
also imported. It resulted in a beautiful 
cacophony of different late-modernist 
styles, human scales, pedestrian friendly 
avenues, and the first cycling paths in the 
USSR.

Similar to Prypiat, the population of 
Slavutych, originally consisting of Nuclear 
Power Plant workers and their families, 
was international, made up of individuals 
from every corner of the Soviet Union 
and beyond, who had come to work in 
Chornobyl. Therefore, the economy of 
the city continued to be closely linked to 
that of the Nuclear Power Plant.  CNPP 
continued to operate until 2000 when the 
decommissioning process started.  As the 
nuclear power plant gradually shuts down, 
Slavutych is rapidly becoming a post-
atomic town, whose economy and social life 
depend less on nuclear energy. 
 
Without the main industry articulating the 
economy of Slavutych, the city’s identity 
and it’s future remain undefined. Yet, 
its significant role within contemporary 
world history, as well as its rich modernist 
architectural legacy, make this Northern 
Ukrainian town unique.
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Slavutych, 2019. Photo: Nika Popova
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The building of Poliklinika (“polyclinic” 
in English) is located in the city centre. 
Designed and built based on population 
growth projections that never happened, 
the hospital occupies over 10 000 sq m. 

Following the collapse of the USSR, the 
local municipality couldn’t afford the main 
city hospital to work at its full capacity, and 
the vastness of its spaces proved to be too 
expensive to maintain. In 2014, Poliklinika 
was indefinitely closed, and the health 
services moved to a smaller facility. 

Over the past years of abandonment, the 
building has been rapidly deteriorating.

Aligned with our intention to bring attention 
to the incredible architectural heritage 
of Slavutych, the abandoned Poliklinika 
will open its doors once again to host 
SESAM 2021 Poliklinika and become our 
base of operations: a laboratory for 
experimentation, testing, and expanding 
architectural ideas.

POLIKLINIKA

Slavutych, 2019. Photo: Alexandra Polyakova
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Building of Poliklinika, 2019. Photos: Alexandra Polyakova
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The concept for this year’s SESAM, 
POLIKLINIKA, is focusing on healthcare, and 
its relation to architecture at the physical, 
methodological, and metaphorical levels.

The theme aims to question the methods 
used in architectural practice to diagnose 
and prognose a ‘problem’.

We propose three anatomic planes 
through which healthcare -maintenance or 
improvement of health-, will be addressed 
during Poliklinika through workshops and 
other discursive exchanges: prophylaxis, 
diagnosis and therapy.

THEME
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WORKSHOPS
Workshops are the focal points of EASA and 
SESAM, they set a natural order to the event 
and connect the people involved as well as 
the other activities that take place during 
the assembly. In a way, it is these workshops 
that store the memory of the event as they 
are some of the main points on which EASA 
or SESAM is remembered by and also the 
ones that keep alive the presence of the 
community after everybody leaves. 

Most importantly, they are the main tool 
to penetrate the theme to its very depth, 
by different points of view, to turn it inside 
out, to make it reach each participant and 
everybody else inside or outside of EASA.

Each cycle of SESAM 2021 Poliklinika will 
last 9 days and will consist of around 5 
workshops run by architectural students 
and young professionals under the umbrella 
theme ‘Poliklinika’ focusing on healthcare 
and its relation to architecture.

EASA Links 2015. Photo: Alexandra Kononchenko
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Traditionally, workshops in SESAM fall within 
one (or more) of these categories. Intending 
to push traditional architectural knowledge, 
we welcome: 

•   Design and construction
•   Theoretical / Analysis
•   Arts and crafts
•   Performance
•   Media
•   Technology

We recommend to have a look at all the 
workshops posted on our website. 

In case you are already leaning towards a 
specific kind of workshop, you might want 
to consider tucking in your luggage some 
specific items. For instance, laptops and 
cameras for media workshops, working 
shoes (can be replaced by mountain 
shoes), for the construction workshops and 
notebooks and pencils for the more artistic 
and theoretical ones.

EASA Hospitality 2017. Photo: Alexandra Kononchenko
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PARTICIPATING
EASA is a unique movement due to its 
diversity. Around 40 countries are present 
at the summer event every year. The 
diversity also comes from the mix of 
workshops, lectures and other activities. 
 
In comparison to a typical summer school, 
where tutors have to follow a specific 
framework or teaching guidelines, EASA 
is an open platform that allows you to 
discover and experiment.
 
For people who have never attended EASA 
and SESAM before, it is a good chance to 
experience a sense of young architects’ 
community. Socialising, making new 
friends and spending time with them is an 
important part of every SESAM and EASA. 

EASA Hospitality 2017. Photo: Alexandra Kononchenko
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EASA Tourist 2019. Photo: Alexandra Kononchenko
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After postponing the event for a year due to 
the global pandemic, and putting in place a 
series of Covid-19 compliant measures to 
ensure the safety of everyone involved, the 
event will take place over three separate 
cycles with a reduced number of participants.

The dates for the new cycles are: 

2-10 August 2021
12-20 August 2021 
22-30 August 2021

SCHEDULE

Slavutych, 2019. Photo: Alexandra Polyakova
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During SESAM 2021 Poliklinika, participants 
will have the opportunity to visit the 
Chernobyl’s Exclusion Zone, as well as the 
abandoned city of Pripyat during one of the 
days.

This visit is voluntary, comes at an 
additional cost of 30€, and would need the 
confirmation of those interested in written 
form one month before your arrival.

Additionally, there will be lecture sessions, 
city tours, public discussions, our own bar 
and parties. We will also have an extensive 
online program open to all.

PARALLEL PROGRAM

“Duga”, Soviet over-horizon radar on Chernobyl-2 site.
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Exclusion zone: city of Prypjat and CNPP on the background
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APPLICATION
We welcome applications from anyone - 
student or professional in the field of 
architecture, design, art, or any other 
area of expertise closely related to spatial 
practices anywhere in the world, can apply 
by filling out this form:

The deadline for applications will be 
27th June 2021. You will need to choose 
one of 3 residencies. Spots in each 
residency will be filled on first come-first 
serve basis.

Applications will be processed on a rolling 
basis until the 27th June; once we fill all 
participant spots for all 3 residecies, we will 
stop accepting applications. (Read: Submit 
early!) 

FEES
Applications are individual and to be send 
directly to organizers of SESAM 2021 
Poliklinika after Participant Call announced.  
There is no limit for amount of Participants 
per country.

Participant fee is 100 eur for all countries.
Fee is non-refundable.

APPLICATION FORM

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScNgifS4yKrwYqvI9QFgVuR_wMI24O3Cx8Vbpis3tfQyE94KA/viewform?fbclid=IwAR24tdQUh5fXhMpNZyGicSRRwjHSrbj2c0ZJXW-K0OA6hGII90lrwjlp3pM
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REGULATIONS
Whereas the conditions for your 
participation in the event remain the same 
(we will feed and host you) the conditions 
to enter Ukraine change: please visit 
visitukraine.today to get the most up-to-
date information. 

GETTING THERE
We suggest you to arrive to Kyiv. Kyiv has 
2 airports (Kyiv Boryspil Airport and Kyiv 
Zhuliany Airport) and Kyiv Main Railway 
station.

We will arrange SESAM shuttle busses from 
Kyiv to Slavutych and back on arrival and 
departure days.

We advise you to buy your travel tickets 
as soon as you get your participation 
confirmed. Please let us know your arrival 
and departure times.

Bus Kyiv-Slavutych, November 2019. Photo: Orest Yaremchuk

https://visitukraine.today/
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PRACTICAL
For SESAM 2021 Poliklinika we will all be 
camping inside the abandoned hospital. We 
are now rehabilitating parts of it to make 
it ready for the event, but all of us will 
share one roof, and we will be distributed 
in the different rooms, operation theaters, 
doctors offices, and meeting halls of 
the hospital. You should bring a mat/air 
mattress and a sleeping bag. Basically, plan 
for a camping… indoors.

In an effort to make SESAM as sustainable 
as possible, we ask you to bring your own 
mug (make sure it is 30cl as this is the 
measurement we will use at the bar for 
drinks), cutlery, and a plate/ bowl. 

Vegetarian/Vegan meals (breakfast, lunch 
and dinner) will be provided for all days of 
the residency.

From the soviet movie/Re:EASA 2018. Photo: Alexandra Kononchenko



easaukraine@gmail.com

sesam2021ukraine.com

Facebook: EasaUkraine
Instagram: @easaukraine

easanetwork.org

https://sesam2021ukraine.com/
https://www.easanetwork.org/about-easa



